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At Globe School, we have developed a handwriting 
scheme of work which guides children through the 
necessary skills required to meet national 
expectations by the end of Year 6. 
 
This guidance is hoped to provide parents with 
information of how Globe School teaches 
handwriting and with suggestions on how to 
support their child at home.  

 
At Globe school; 

 We use specially made ‘boat’ workbooks for children in 
Reception and Year 1 which help support the size and shape of 
each letter. From Year 2 children use their English workbooks. 

 We use weekly handwriting cards each year group which 
provide guidance and support for each join as well as practice a 
spelling or grammatical ‘sentence’ skill whilst practising 
handwriting  

 We teach children 4 joins; ‘Arm join to small letters’; ‘Arm join to 
tall letters’; ‘Washing line join to small letters’ and, Washing line 
join to tall letters’. (see below ‘4 types of joins’ for descriptions)  

 Children are not required to join until they have become 
competent in writing most of the letters and digits.  

 Joining s – starts in year 2 (Autumn Term).  
Two models of joining s:  

a) at the beginning of word, after apostrophes after break 

letter –  

b) within words  

 f – Formation taught in Year 1 summer term:    
 Start joining Year 1 (Autumn term)  

 K: curly k starts mid-year 1 

 Sloping letters – starts in Year 3 (Spring Term) 

 



Statutory Requirement (National Curriculum: 2014) 
 Pupils should be taught to… Notes & guidance (non-statutory) 

Early Years. 
 handle equipment and tools effectively, including 

pencils for writing. Handwriting requires frequent & discrete, 
direct teaching. Pupils should be able to form 
letters correctly & confidently. The size of the 
writing implement (pencil) should not be too 
large for a young pupil’s hand. Whatever is 
being used should allow the pupil to hold it 
easily & correctly so that bad habits are 
avoided. Left-handed pupils should receive 
specific teaching to meet their needs. 

Year 1.  

 sit correctly at a table, holding a pencil comfortably 
and correctly 

 begin to form lower-case letters in the correct 
direction, starting and finishing in the right place 

 form capital letters 
 form digits 0-9 
 understand which letters belong to which 

handwriting ‘families’ (i.e. letters that are formed in 
similar ways) and to practise these. 

Year 2.  
 form lower-case letters of the correct size relative to 

one another 
 start using some of the diagonal/horizontal strokes 

needed to join letters & understand which letters, 
adjacent to one another, are best left unjoined 

 write capital letters and digits of the correct size, 
orientation and relationship to one another and to 
lower case letters 

 use spacing between words that reflects the size of 
the letters. 

Pupils should revise and practise correct letter 
formation frequently. They should be taught to 
write with a joined style as soon as they can 
form letters securely with the correct 
orientation. 

Lower Key Stage 2.   
 use the diagonal & horizontal strokes that are 

needed to join letters & understand which letters, 
adjacent to one another, are best left unjoined 

 increase the legibility, consistency & quality of their 
handwriting [e.g. by ensuring that the downstrokes 
of letters are parallel and equidistant; that lines of 
writing are spaced sufficiently so that the 
ascenders/descenders of letters do not touch]. 

Pupils should be using joined handwriting 
throughout their independent writing. 
Handwriting should continue to be taught, with 
the aim of increasing the fluency with which 
pupils are able to write down what they want 
to say. This, in turn, will support their 
composition and spelling. 

Upper Key Stage 2.   
 write legibly, fluently and with increasing speed by: 
 choosing which shape of a letter to use when given 

choices and deciding whether or not to join specific 
letters 

 choosing the writing implement that is best suited 
for a task. 

Pupils should continue to practise handwriting & 
be encouraged to increase the speed of it, so 
that problems with forming letters do not get in 
the way of their writing down what they want to 
say. They should be clear about what standard 
of handwriting is appropriate for a particular 
task, e.g. quick notes or a final handwritten 
version. They should also be taught to use an 
unjoined style, e.g. for labelling a diagram or 
data, writing an email address, or for algebra 
and capital letters, e.g. for filling in a form. 



Globe’s Handwriting script   
 



Posture, Position and Grip expectation: Taught from Early 

Years   



Croc’s top 5 tips: Good Habits taught from Early Years and 
referred to throughout KS1 and KS2 

  



Globe’s Six Handwriting stages 
 

Stage 1 – practised in plain workbook 1 (illustrated below): Forming 
letters on blank paper. Taught in Early Years with the focus being 
directionality, and; 

 Starting/finishing positions, flick from end of letter 

 Practice ‘around’ letters: c a o d g q (see overleaf) 

 Practice ‘down’ letters: l t b p k h i j m n r u y (see overleaf) 

 Practice ‘curly’ letters: e f s (see overleaf) 

 Practice ‘zig-zag’ letters: v w z x (see overleaf)  

 
 



Stage 1:  ‘Around’ letters 

Picture 
(mnemonic) 

letter Formation checklist 

caterpillar 
 

 Start at the caterpillar’s head 

 Curl around the body 

apple 
 

 Start at the stalk 

 Draw a nice round apple 

 Go back up to the stalk then down 

 Curl the leaf at the bottom 

orange 
 

 Start at the stalk 
 Draw a nice round orange 

 

dinosaur 

 

 Draw a big round bottom 

 Up the tall neck 

 Down the straight line to the feet 

 Draw a curl for the feet 

girl 

 

 Start at her hair bobble on top of 
her head 

 Draw a nice round face 

 Go back up to her bobble 

 Down her very straight hair 

 Draw a round curl to finish 

queen 

 

 Start at her hair bobble on top of 
her head 

 Draw a nice round face 

 Go back up to her bobble 

 Down her very straight hair 

 Add a sharp flick to finish 



Stage 1:  ‘Down’ letters 

Picture 
(mnemonic) 

letter Formation checklist 

Liam’s leg 

 

 Start at the top of his leg 
 Go down his long leg 

 Add a curl flick for the shoe to kick 
the ball 

tower 

 

 Start at the top of the tower 

 Draw a straight line down the 
tower 

 Add a curl at the bottom – then 
lift the pencil off the page  

 Draw a straight line across the 
tower 

boot 

 

 Start at the bottom of the boot 
 Draw a straight line down the boot 
 Go round over the toe 
 Go back to the heel 

Polly 
Pirate 

 

 Start at the top of her plait 

 Draw down her long straight plait 

 Go round over her face 

 Finish under her chin 

kangaroo 

 

 Start at the kangaroo’s head 

 Draw down the long straight body – 
then lift the pencil off the page 

 Draw a straight tail to the body – 
two-thirds of the way down 

 Draw a straight back leg from the 
body 



horse 

 

 Start at the horse’s head 

 Draw down her long straight leg 

 Continue down to her feet 

 Go round her back 

 Draw a straight back leg 

 Straight back leg 

 Add a curl of dust as the horse 
runs away 

insect 

 

 Start at the top of the insect’s neck 

 Draw down the short straight body 

 Draw a curl for a small round tail 

 Add a little dot for the head 

Jack-in-
the-box 

 

 Start at the top of the jack-in-the-
box’s neck 

 Draw down the long straight body 

 Draw a smooth curl for the legs 

 Add a dot for the head 

Maisie 
and the 

mountains 
 

 Start at Maisies’s head 

 Draw a straight body for Maisie 

 Go over the mountains – from 
Maisie’s waist 

 Add a small curl for the grass 

Nobby and 
his net  

 Start at Nobby’s head 

 Go straight down Nobby 

 Go over the net – from Nobby’s 
waist 

 Check the net is the same height as 
Nobby 

 Add a small curl for the grass 

robot 
 

 Start at the robot’s head 

 Go straight down its body 

 Go over the robot’s arm – from its 
waist 



umbrella 
 

 Start at the top of the handle 

 Draw down the straight line for the 
handle 

 Go round underneath the umbrella 
and back up the other side 

 Go down the umbrella 

 Add a little curl for the puddle 

yak 
 

 Start at the top of the first horn 

 Draw down the straight line for the 
first horn 

 Go round underneath the horns 

 Draw a straight line up for the 
second horn 

 Go down and curl under its head 
 

Stage 1:  ‘Curly’ letters 

Picture 
(mnemonic) 

letter Formation checklist 

egg 
 

 Draw up around the shell that 
needs to be cut off the boiled egg  

 Go round underneath the egg 

flower 

 
 Start at the top of the flower 

 Draw around and down the flower 
stem – then lift the pencil off the 
page 

 Draw a straight line across the 
leaves 

snake 
 

 Start at the snake’s head 

 Curl one way 

 Curl the other 

 
 



Stage 1:  ‘Zig Zag’ letters 

Picture 
(mnemonic) 

letter Formation checklist 

vulture 
 

 Draw two straight lines for the 
wings – down, up 

worm 
 

 Draw four straight lines, all the 
same length – down, up, down up 

zig zag 
 

 Draw three straight lines – across, 
diagonally back, across 

exercise 
 

 Start at the top left 

 Draw one straight line diagonally 
down – lift the pencil off the page 

 Start at the bottom left 

 Go diagonally up 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Stage 2 – practised in boat workbook 2 (illustrated below): Forming 
letters that are consistent in size and height. This is taught after Stage 1 in 
Reception after or when children are reading blue/red ditties, and practice; 

 ‘floating’ letters: a c e i m n o r s u v w x z (rest on line) 

 ‘tall’ floating: b d h k l t f (ascenders) 

 ‘wet’ letters: g y j p q (descenders) 

 introduce language: ‘ascender’ and ‘descender’ 
   



Stage 3 and 4 – practised in boat workbook 3 (illustrated below: Children 
practice writing capital letters and 2 or 3 letter words, focusing on size and 
shape in relation to all letters/words. This is taught when children are reading 
Green/Purple, Pink and Orange books (Reception & Yr1)



Stage 4 – practised in boat workbook 3: Upper case letters: An 
example of a week’s lesson plan (Year 1) 

 



Stage 5 – practised in boat workbook 3: Joining letters: An 
example of a week’s lesson plan for Yr1 
 



Stage 5 – practised in English workbook: Joining letters: An example of a 
week’s lesson plan for Yr 2 – Yr 4  

 



Stage 5 – practised in English workbook: Legibility, fluency and speed: An 
example of a week’s lesson plan for Yr 5 – Yr 6 

 



At Globe, our handwriting scheme comprises of only 
4 types of joins 
1. The arm join to small letters 

 

 
 
2. The arm join to tall letters 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Type of join Join Tip Phrase From To 

Arm join to 
small letters 

Arm join should not be too 
straight, nor too curly.  

‘Sweep up your arm 
to touch… (say 
letter)’. 

a c d e h 
i k l m n 
t u 

e i j m n p r u 
v w x y z 

Type of join Join Tip Phrase From To 

Arm join to 
tall letters 
 

Arm should still meet the next 
letter just over halfway up. It 
should sweep smoothly into 
the tall letter.  

‘Sweep up your arm 
to touch… (say 
letter) and shoot up 
to the top’. 

a c e h k 
l m n t u 

b h k l t 



3. The washing line join to small letters 

      The washing line should still meet the next letter just over halfway up. It 
should sweep smoothly into the tall letter.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4. The washing line join to tall letters 

The washing line should still meet the next letter just over halfway up. It 
should sweep smoothly into the tall letter.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Type of join Join Tip Phrase From To 

Washing line 
join to small 
letters 

Washing line should not be 
too floppy (the clothes get 
dirty), not too straight (the 
line breaks in the wind).  

‘Not too droopy, not 
too tight’. 

v w r f o i j m n p r u v 
w x y z 

Type of join Join Tip Phrase From To 

Washing 
line join to 
tall letters 

Washing line should still meet 
the next letter just over 
halfway up. It should sweep 
smoothly into the tall letter.  

‘Not too droopy, 
not to tight – and 
shoot up the next 
letter’. 

w r f o b h k l t   



Tips for helping younger children with their handwriting 

• Use felt tips and gel pens as well as pencils and pens 
• Use a soft ‘HB’ writing pencil 
• Use a mix of lined and plain paper. Lines can 

sometimes be constraining 
• Ask your child to practise numbers and letters by 

tracing them in the air, with chalk, saving foam, in 
sand with a stick or on another person’s back with 
their finger. 

• Ensure the pencil grip and posture is correct, and that 
the page is turned 45 degrees. 

• Ensure entry and exit flicks are clear and if using lined 
paper, the main body of the letter is resting on the 
line. 

• Practising patterns of joined up letters (such as a 
string of connected 'c's) which develops the neuro-
motor pathways. 

• Showing letter formation with dots at the starting 
point and arrows showing the direction of movement. 

• Encourage your child to do other non-writing activities 
to improve his fine motor control, such as colouring 
and dot-to-dot puzzles. 

• Keep handwriting practice separate from home 
learning but encourage your child to form and join. 
We want writing to be seen as a fun and enjoyable 
experience without unnecessary ‘worry’ in the way it 
is presented. 

• Remember: Handwriting is a developing skill: takes 
years to perfect – not overnight! 

 


