Primary School

Supporting your
child’s handwriting at
home

Guidance for Parents
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At Globe School, we have developed a handwriting
scheme of work which guides children through the
necessary skills required to meet national
expectations by the end of Year 6.

This guidance is hoped to provide parents with
Information of how Globe School teaches
handwriting and with suggestions on how to
support their child at home.

At Globe school;

e We use specially made ‘boat’ workbooks for children in
Reception and Year 1 which help support the size and shape of
each letter. From Year 2 children use their English workbooks.

e We use weekly handwriting cards each year group which
provide guidance and support for each join as well as practice a
spelling or grammatical ‘sentence’ skill whilst practising
handwriting

e \We teach children 4 joins; ‘Arm join to small letters’; ‘Arm join to
tall letters’; ‘Washing line join to small letters’ and, Washing line
join to tall letters’. (see below ‘4 types of joins’ for descriptions)

e Children are not required to join until they have become
competent in writing most of the letters and digits.

e Joining s — starts in year 2 (Autumn Term).

Two models of joining s:
a) at the beginning of word, after apostrophes after break

letter —wmg
b) within words MMQQA

. JC — Formation taught in Year 1 summer term: off ﬂ,a,g
e Start joining Year 1 (Autumn term)

e K: curly k starts mid-year 1
e Sloping letters — starts in Year 3 (Spring Term)



Statutory Requirement (National Curriculum: 2014)

Pupils should be taught to...

Notes & guidance (non-statutory)

Early Years.
= handle equipment and tools effectively, including
pencils for writing.

Year 1.

= sit correctly at a table, holding a pencil comfortably
and correctly

= begin to form lower-case letters in the correct
direction, starting and finishing in the right place

= form capital letters

= form digits 0-9

= understand which letters belong to which
handwriting ‘families’ (i.e. letters that are formed in
similar ways) and to practise these.

Handwriting requires frequent & discrete,
direct teaching. Pupils should be able to form
letters correctly & confidently. The size of the
writing implement (pencil) should not be too
large for a young pupil’s hand. Whatever is
being used should allow the pupil to hold it
easily & correctly so that bad habits are
avoided. Left-handed pupils should receive
specific teaching to meet their needs.

Year 2.

= form lower-case letters of the correct size relative to
one another

= start using some of the diagonal/horizontal strokes
needed to join letters & understand which letters,
adjacent to one another, are best left unjoined

= write capital letters and digits of the correct size,
orientation and relationship to one another and to
lower case letters

= use spacing between words that reflects the size of
the letters.

Pupils should revise and practise correct letter
formation frequently. They should be taught to
write with a joined style as soon as they can
form letters securely with the correct
orientation.

Lower Key Stage 2.

= use the diagonal & horizontal strokes that are
needed to join letters & understand which letters,
adjacent to one another, are best left unjoined

= increase the legibility, consistency & quality of their
handwriting [e.g. by ensuring that the downstrokes
of letters are parallel and equidistant; that lines of
writing are spaced sufficiently so that the
ascenders/descenders of letters do not touch].

Pupils should be using joined handwriting
throughout their independent writing.
Handwriting should continue to be taught, with
the aim of increasing the fluency with which
pupils are able to write down what they want
to say. This, in turn, will support their
composition and spelling.

Upper Key Stage 2.

= write legibly, fluently and with increasing speed by:

= choosing which shape of a letter to use when given
choices and deciding whether or not to join specific
letters

= choosing the writing implement that is best suited
for a task.

Pupils should continue to practise handwriting &
be encouraged to increase the speed of it, so
that problems with forming letters do not get in
the way of their writing down what they want t¢
say. They should be clear about what standard
of handwriting is appropriate for a particular
task, e.g. quick notes or a final handwritten
version. They should also be taught to use an
unjoined style, e.g. for labelling a diagram or
data, writing an email address, or for algebra
and capital letters, e.g. for filling in a form.




Globe’s Handwriting script
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Posture, Position and Grip expectation: Taught from Early
Years

L 3

Correct posture

left handed paper position right handed paper position

left handed pencil grip right handed pencil grip



Croc’s top 5 tips: Good Habits taught from Early Years and
referred to throughout KS1 and KS2
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When an adult says: Croc-on-the-log

i a) pick up your pencil from the top of the wood with
iyuur index finger and thumb.
i b) gently lift and flick the pencil so it falls into the "V*

i c) rest the pencil on your middle finger.
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Globe’s Six Handwriting stages

Stage 1 — practised in plain workbook 1 (illustrated below): Forming
letters on blank paper. Taught in Early Years with the focus being
directionality, and,;

e Starting/finishing positions, flick from end of letter

e Practice ‘around’ letters:ca o d g q (see overleaf)

e Practice ‘down’ letters:L tbpk hi jm nr uy (see overleaf)
e Practice ‘curly’ letters: e f s (see overleaf)

e Practice ‘zig-zag’ letters: v w z x (see overleaf)




Stage 1: ‘Around’ letters

Picture

) letter Formation checklist
(mnemonic)

v Start at the catev*p'tl[ar's head

v" Curl around the body
caterpillar ‘

‘ v Start at the stalk

v" Draw a nice round app[
G.PPI,?, @ OJ v Go back up to the stalk then down
v' Curl the leaf at the bottom

‘ v’ Start at the stalk

v" Draw a nice round orange
ora.nge O O

v’ Draw a big round bottom
v Up the tall neck
d'i'n'osa'u'r v Down the straight line to the feet
Gd v Draw a curl for the feet

v’ Start at her hair bobble on top of

her head
. v Draw a nice round face
9Lr|' g v Go back up to her bobble
v Down her very straight hair

v" Draw a round curl to finish

v’ Start at her hair bobble on top of

her head
v’ Draw a nice round face
q,u'%n' v" Go back up to her bobble
v Down her very straight hair

v Add a sharp flick to finish




Stage 1: ‘Down’ letters

Picture

. letter Formation checklist
(mnemonic)
r v’ Start at the top of his leg
v Co down his long leg
I_i,a,m's leg v Add a curl flick for the shoe to kick
v the ball

v Start at the top of the tower
v Draw a stnght line down the

tower
tower v Add a curl at the bottom — then

lift the pencil off the page

v Draw a straight line across the
Tower

v’ Start at the bottom of the boot

v Draw a straight line down the boot

bOOt v Go round over the toe

v" Go back to the heel

Polly

v Start at the top of her plait
v" Draw down her long stmlght plaLt
v" Go round over her face

Pi.r‘a.te P v’ Finish under her chin
v Start at the kangaroo's head
v" Draw down the Long stmlght bodg —
then lift the pencil off the page
k,a,n,ga,r'oo v Draw a straight tail to the body —

two-thirds of the way down
v’ Draw a stmtgh’t back [eg from the
body




horse

v’ Start at the horse’s head

v’ Draw down her long straight leg
v" Continue down to her feet

v Go round her back

v Draw a straight back leg

v Straight back leg

v  Add a curl of dust as the horse

runs O,W(lg

insect

v Start at the top of the insect’s neck
v Draw down the short straight body

v Draw a curl for a small round tail

v Add a little dot for the head

Jack-in-
the-box

v’ Start at the top of the jack-in-the-
box's neck

v’ Draw down the long straight body

v Draw a smooth curl for the legs

v Add a dot for the head

Maisie
and the

mountains

v’ Start at Maisies's head

v Draw a straight body for Maisie

v Go over the mountains — from
Maisie's waist

v Add a small curl for the grass

Nobby and

v Start at Nobbg's head
v Co stnght down Nobbg
v" Go over the net — from Nobbg's

waist

hl.S net V' Check the net is the same heLght as
Nobby
v Add a small curl for the grass
v Start at the robot’s head
robo t v Go straight down its body

v" Go over the robot’s arm — from its
waist




umbrella

[/

v’ Start at the top of the handle

v Draw down the straight line for the
handle

v Go round underneath the umbrella
and back up the other side

v Go down the umbrella

v' Add a little curl for the puddle

yak

¥y

v’ Start at the top of the first horn

v’ Draw down the straight line for the
first horn

v Go round underneath the horns

v Draw a straight line up for the
second horn

v' Go down and curl under its head

Stage 1: ‘Curly’ letters

Picture
(mnemonic)

letter

Formation checklist

€99

& €

v" Draw up around the shell that
needs to be cut off the boiled egg
v" Go round underneath the eqq

flower

it

v’ Start at the top of the flower

v Draw around and down the flower
stem — then lift the pencil off the
page

v Draw a straight line across the
leaves

snake

SN

v Start at the snake’s head

v" Curl one way
v" Curl the other




Stage 1: ‘Zig Zag’ letters

Picture
(mnemonic)

letter

Formation checklist

v Draw two straight lines for the
wings — down, up

vulture g Z \/
v Draw four straight lines, all the
same length — down, up. down up
wn | WY
v Draw three straight lines — across,
dtagonallg back, across
zlg zag Z Z
v Start at the top left
& v" Draw one straight line diagonally
exercise X X down — lift the pencil off the page

v Start at the bottom left
v Go diagonally up




Stage 2 — practised in boat workbook 2 (illustrated below): Forming

letters that are consistent in size and height. This is taught after Stage 1 in

Reception after or when children are reading blue/red ditties, and practice;
o ‘floating’ letters:aceimnorsuvwxz(restonline)

e ‘tall’ floating:bd h k |l t f (ascenders)
e ‘wet’ letters: gy jp q (descenders)
e introduce language: ‘ascender’ and ‘descender’

A AN AN N i N A,

...............................................................................................................................




Stage 3 and 4 — practised in boat workbook 3 (illustrated below: Children
practice writing capital letters and 2 or 3 letter words, focusing on size and
shape in relation to all letters/words. This is taught when children are reading
Green/Purple, Pink and Orange books (Reception & Yrl)

\\ ’/Jﬂ \ /ﬂ N\ / n “x\x f,-" """
: AN _lf’; _____________________________________________________

L W3
"&K _{fﬁ' __________________________________________________
e =




Stage 4 — practised in boat workbook 3: Upper case letters: An
example of a week’s lesson plan (Year 1)

Prepare sentence before pupils enter the classroom and keep on the board for each session that week

Day 1 [focus: Gej.

1. Referto handwriting cards: Pupils write date and Learning Objective [discretionary).

2.

[= T B =y ¥ ]

=l

Zhare read the ‘given’ sentence, and highlight the difference in formations (G and g): size, shape, flosting on the waterand when

3" is used withina sentence. Explain that "G’ is sometimes called an uppercase letter and g’ issometimes called a lower case

letter.

Model “G' autside the boat. [TOL: starting/finishing position, direction, floating/wet). Rub out. Made| "G’ inside the boat.
Show ‘perfect handwriting position’, say ‘croc-on-the-log’ and pupils write 2 "G’ inside the bosat.

Pick up on errors seenand madel "G' again outside the boat. Pupils continue towrite a line of "G’ in their workbooks.

In partners; state one thing they like about the formations and one thing that can be improved. Take quickfeedbackand address

errars, if necessary.

Repeat steps 3-5 for ‘g’ (TOL: starting/finishing position, direction, resting an line, flick, towards/away from sun)

Explain/ask identify; wet, descanders, ascenders?

. Adultswalk around room, madelling with red pen and praising what isseen so others can hear:e.g. ‘good armjoin’. “Great flick’.

Day 2 [focus: Consolidate “Gg').

1.

-l

Re-cap on Learning Objective and skills taught on
previousday: ‘given’ sentence, size, shape, resting
paosition, upper|[capital |/ lower casa,

wet/descenders, ascenders?

. Wiodel ‘Gg’ inside the bost (TOL: starting/finishing

pasition, direction, resting on line, flick, syn).
Show "perfect handwriting position’, say ‘crocon-
the-log’ and pupils write 2 "Gg’ inside the boat.

. Pickupaon errors seenand model ‘G’ outside the

boat. Pupils continue towrite a line of ‘Gg’ in their
workbooks.

. |In partners; state one thing they like about the

foarmations and one thingthat canbe improved.
Take quick feedback and address errors, if necessang.

. Model ‘siven’ sentence [TOL: starting/finishing

position, upper/lower case, resting position ete).

. Pupils practise writing the sentenca [on the smaill

boat pase opposite).

Adultswalk around room, madelling with red pan
and praisingwhat isseenso others can hear: 2 g.
‘good arm join’. "Great flick’.

LB met wl B sparrana fa wrile comlal Lelloes
]

w—————

G0l DD

&g~ Gg—Cg— g

» Choroe_growts.

L v 1 O ¢ S 1 1 - |
wer—Or—Cr—Co—Ca—Cn

S s —— )
SO O 0 O 00 O orders—oranges
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Cherctin—guened.

/

Day 5 [focus: Qo). MB: No Partner work on this day.

Day 3 and 4 [focus: Qo)

1. Repest ‘steps shown in Day 1 and Day 2

*Pupils need tobe weaned offthe term “wet |atters’ as
s00n 25 possible and replaced withthe tems ‘ascenders
and descengders’, alongwith ‘upper and ‘lower case
letters.

**The amountoflines that 2 pupilwrites is dependent
on individual ability. There should be no “set’ amount |1
line is acceptable), but more sttention should be given

ta the quality of the formation. Pupils will receive
further practice when writing intheireveryday
wiorkbooks scrossthe curriculum and whenstarting
joins'.

1. Re-caponthe LO. Share read the ‘given’ sentence, and highlight
the differencein formations [0 and o): size, shape, resting
position on a line and when ‘0¥ is used within a sentence.
Explain that “C" issometimes called an upper case letter and "o’
issometimes called a lower case letter.

2. Model 0¥ inside boat [TOL: starting/finishing position, direction,
resting pasition).

3. Show ‘perfecthandwriting position’, say ‘croc-on-the-log' and
pupilswritean ‘0 inside the boat.

4. Pickuponerrorsseenand model 0" again outside the bost.

Pupils continue towrite a line of “C" in their workbooks.
Repest steps 2 — 4 for ‘o’ formation.

Repeat steps 2 — 4 for ‘Op’ formation.

Model ‘given’ sentence [TOL: starting/finishing position,

=] h un

upper/lower case, resting an line atc).

B. Pupils practise writing the sentence [on the small bost pase
oppaosite).

9. Adultswalk around room, meadelling with red pen and praising
what isseen sootherscanhearie.g ‘good arm join'. "Great
flick'.




Stage 5 — practised in boat workbo

ok 3: Joining letters: An

example of a week’s lesson plan for Yr1

Prepare sentence before pupils enter the classroom and keepon the board for each session that week

Day 1 (focus: the “an join in handwriting book)

1. Referto handwriting cards: Pupils write date and copy the Learning Objective (Discretionary in Autymn: expectad in Spring).
2. Model/TOL [2)]: starting position, curl, keeping pen on paper, floating on the water ling, height, space. Pupils practise.

3.

=

w0

Lhare read the ‘giver’ sertence and highlight the ‘an’and “3r; join,
arm join)

. Modelindividual letters ‘2’ and ‘n’ outside the bost. [TOL: starting/finishing position, direction, resting position, flick).
Explain/ask/identify; wet/descenders/zscenders? Which are upper/lower case letters? Are there any capital letters?

. Use different coloured pen to showthe join. Explain it is an “arm join’ which starts st the botvom of the first letterand goesto
the top of the next letter. Draw join in the boat and TOL: a) joinis formed withouttaking the pen off the paper and b} both

letters are the same height.

Show ‘perfect handwriting position’: pupils drawone join in the boat.

In partners; state one thing they like sbout the join and onething thatcan beimproved. Teke quick feedback.
Address/re-maodel any commaon mistakes and model join outside of the boat

Pupils continue towrite a line of the “an’ join. Adults walk around room, modelling with red pen and praising what is seen so

otherscan hear: g g ‘sood arm join’. “Great flick’.

gxplainingthatthese arethe joins being learnt this wesk

Day 2 (focus: the ‘31" join)

1. Re-cap: Learning Intention, share read ‘given’
sentence and highlight the similarities inthe =’
join for ‘an’ and today ‘3r.

2. Model and pupils practise the pattern formation
zsdescribed in Day 1(step 4 omwards).

Day 3 (focus: additional practise for the join)
1.

. Atthe most sppropristetime, in partners; steteone

Re-cap: Learning Intention, share read ‘given’ sentence
and similarities inthe formation of the joins.

Pupils practise the joins: ensuring letters are consistant
in height, shape 2nd equidistant betwesnone another.

thingthey like about the joinand onething thatcan be

improved. Take quick feedback. /

Day 4 (focus: writing join within a word)

1.
2.
3.

6. Address any commaon mistakes.
. Model:n+an=psn nan nan..., outside ofthe boat [This will

|

. Write the ‘joined’ word inthe boat (same colourpen), TOL:

. Repeatfor:c+gr=car car gar

Re-cap on the Ll and ‘properties’ of the ‘arm’ join.
Explain that they are going to make words using this joins.
In the middle of the board, model the lettars‘ngn’. Use a

%

Thic

al copy
bl copy
K [ R F PO 1 PR F N . O . 4§
) copy

LK. S K. 4" [T I S 1 . (LR

d copy

o .
L

e} copy

COOY O GOy GO GOl

MNan hasa nap.
Bod o Bens e car—
Dad s in Ben's new cor.

different coloured pento showthe “arm’ join. Explain “from
bottom to topin anice, round, smooth action’.

starting position, height, space between [etters, joining
direction).

Pupil writes thewaord in the bost and in partners, state onething
they like and one thing that could beimproved.

need to be modelled thoroushly for the first few weeks]. Pupils
copy the pattern fromthe handwriting card.

T~

Day 5 (focus: writing join within sentence]
1. Re-caponthe ‘properties’ of the join.

2. Teacher: TOL asane sentznce is being modelled (inc.
sentence structure and links to spelling)
3. Pupilswrite all sentences.

*Pupils need tobe wezaned offthe term “wet' lettars 25
quickly =5 possible and replaced with the terms ‘sscenders
and gescenders’, along with upper and lower case latters.
**The amountof lines written is dependent onthe ability

ofeach pupil.




Stage 5 — practised in English workbook: Joining letters: An example of a
week’s lesson plan for Yr 2 — Yr 4

Prepare sentence before children enter the classroom and keepon the board for each session that week

Day 1 (focus: the ‘od’ join in workbooks — continue to use ‘boat’ template when demonstrating)

1. Referto handwriting cards: Pupils write date and copy the Learning Objective.

Maodel/TOL [z}]: starting position, curl, keeping pen on paper, resting an line, height, space. Pupils practise.

Share read ‘giver’ sentence and highlight the ‘g, ‘o0, ‘g’ joins, explaining that these “washing line’ joins being learntthis week.
Model individuzl letters ‘o’ and “d [TOL: starting/finishing position, direction, resting an line, flick)

Explzin/zsk/identify; descandars/ascenders? Which are upper(capitals)/lowercase lattars?

Use different coloured pen to showthe join. Explain: [j)it is 2 “washing ling’ join that goestothe top of the next letter; [ii) hasa
slight dip down beteesnthea join a5 it goes across; [iii) the join needs the correct amount of space betweenthe letters so they do
not touch each other; joinis formed withouttaking the pen offthe paper and the ‘main body' of both letters are the same height.
If necessary, refer tosentence to illustrate tesching points made.

7. Show ‘perfecthandwriting position’ and ask: ‘croc-on-the-log': pupils draw one line of ‘gd’ join.

8. In partners; state one thing they like about the join and onething thatcan beimproved. Take quick feedback.

9. Address/re-model any common mistakes and maodel.

10.Pupils continue towrite the ‘gd’ join. Adults walk around room, modelling with red penand praising whatis seenso otherscan

U

hear: g.g “sood arm join’. ‘Great flick’.

i
Day 2 (focus: the ‘oo’ and ‘g’ join) \/

1. Re-cap: LO, share resd ‘siven’ sermtence and highlight the similarities “
in the “arm’ join for ‘gg’ and today ‘gg’ and ‘gg’. al copy. OUD ddd ooo ddd oo ddd
2. Model and pupils practise the patternformation as described inDey 1

[step 4 onwards). E j
3. Onlyonce in partners; state one thing they like sbout the joinand ane
thingthat can be improved.
b eopy
Day 3 (focus: additional practise for the join} | ¢
1. Re-cap:LO, share read ‘given’ sentence and similarities | !
in the farmation of the joins. 4 oy
2. Pupils practise the joins: ensuring letters are consistent
in height, shape and equidistant betweenone another. e] copya line of each word [ipelng link. o short vowed sound
3. Atthe most sppropristetime, in partners; state one gmﬁ boed  weored
thing they like about the joinand onething thatcan be ook took  lowl

improved. Take quick feedback. -.diﬂ'.j ha.tg ||£1—:J
/’Z f] chazas the gt word and eapy

Day 4 [focus: writing join within a word) S = S
1. Re-caponthe LOand explain that they are going tomake words the Pl S 1o il hoe gronctmetier

using two joins ["washing ling' and “arnT joins). JE Dok /ferh some d o g b Mo
2. Share read the words [2]], 2nd askwhat they notice about the Wi her

£

spelling ofthewaords. Eligt the spelling rule.
3. Inthe middle ofthe board, model the letters ‘go g d' and ‘ho g d'.
Use sdifferent coloured pen toshow the two types of joins and TOL

Day 5 (focus: writing join within sentence]

1. Re-caponthe LO and ‘properties’ ofthe join [s).

2. Maodel the beginning of the text[fl]. TOL: starting and
finishing position, direction, resting an ling, space

when explaining the formation of the “washing’ and ‘am’ joins.

4. Meodel the twowords [joined), each in same coloured pen without
gaps between letters. [TOL: starting position, height, space betwesn
letters, joining direction, fligk).

joining rule etc). Explainthe challenge as it is written.
3. Pupils copy text.
4. Follow steo 6-8 [dav 41,

E. Pupilswrite a line of eachword.

6. Adultswalk zround room, modelling with red pen and praising what *Pupils need tobe weaned off the tarms: “wet letters’ &

isseen so others can hear: g g ‘sood arm join’. "Grest flick’. flosting' and replacedwith ‘ascenders and desgende s,
7. Address any common mistakes. ‘upperand lower case letters’ and ‘resting on the ling’.
B. Atanappropriste time, in partners; state onething theylike sbout **The amount of lines written is dependent on the ability

the join and onething that can be improved. Take quick feedback. ofeach pupil.




Stage 5 — practised in English workbook: Legibility, fluency and speed: An
example of a week’s lesson plan for Yr5 - Yr 6

Davl[fucus spelling link: -ation)

Referto handwriting cards: Pupilswrite the date and copy the Learning Objective.
E. Write the sentence onthe board. Re-cap on previous skills g g the ascender of the letter tis notas tall asthe other ascenders,
and highlight that the joining prevents letters touching each other and helps usto lesve space betweaen words.

3. Pupilscopy the ‘given' sentence: Twinkle, twinklg, little star'

4. Explain the grapheme ‘gtipy is asuffix and is seen at the end of the words: constellation, station, relaxation etc. Pointout that 2
is @ long sound which is often followed by "tigr.

5. Model the writing: constellation, TOL: dizgonal joins go to the top or near the top of the next letter (not tothe

bottom) and the horizontal join, helps create a2 space between the letters and ensures theydo nottouch each ather,

Show ‘perfect handwriting position’ and ask: ‘croc-on-the-log' [if necessary). Pupils write a line of “-atign’ [2]].

In partners; state one thing they like about the *-gtipn’ joins and one thing that can beimproved. Take quick feedback.

Address/re-model any common mistakes.

Show ‘perfect handwriting position’ and pupils continue the wordsin [z]]

10. Adultswalk sround room, maodelling with red penand praising whatis seen so others can hear: g g ‘good spacefjoin’. ‘Great
flick'.

i

Da\rl[fucus spelling link: tele-]

. Re-cap: Learning Objective and sssocisted rules

2. Read the words containing prefix tele- [0]]. Ask/tell children if Jhis weeb we are learning lo provide o space belween

they can work out the mesning [distant) words. . _
3. Model writing 1 or 2 words [tglg-). TOL: horizontal and dizgonal Luseble twinkle Lifle star
joins, space betwesnletters, esp. bresk lettas et af copey Gpellinglink: muffix -ation

4. Show ‘perfecthandwriting position’ and pupils copy the waords Effrm glfion  alien glion  glion  glion
inta theirbooks. 5top at some pointfor partners tostate one
thingthey like about joins and one thing thatcan be improved.

5. Take fegdhack, re-model if necessary and pupils comtinue [o]].

E

Ni) caopy lpeliing link: prefix tele-) tele felephone

ledevision  felepaihdc  felescope

&/ choose correct word and copy

Day 3 [focus: additional practise for the joins

1. Re-cap: Learning Objective and the twospelling pattarns.

2. Model/demonstrate using a dictionary tofind words that begin
with 1glg-.

3. Show ‘perfect handwriting position’ and pupilsfind waords

beginning with tele- and handwrite imto their workbooks and for WMM _
write known words thet endwith -atign. 2 Many peonle walched the firsf man walking

4. Stop st some pointfor partnerstostate one thing they like AL n/ telephon
about joins and onething thatcan beimproved. Take feedback, Lo / bt/
re-model if necessary and children continue. o aem o e - -

] 1t (ot ., Wy

Day 4 [focus: writing join within sentences) 3 i i o B

1. Re-caponthe Leaming Objective and skills/rules/focus taught &) writs & brief recount of your day o fir. remembering to
during the week. include spaces between the words and to puncluate

2. Read the sentences so children are clear of the meanings. o =

3. Read the first sentence [c)] and demonstrate the activitywhere Day 5 [focus: writing joins within a narrative)
pupils needto choose theword [in blug) so thatit makes sense. 1. Re-caponthe Leaming Objective and

4. Remind pupils toslope their writing slightly to the right and to skills/rules/focus taught during the week.
join all letters, exceptbrezk letters and capitals, 2. Explain the challenge and remind pupils of sloping,

5. Pupils copy the sentences, rememberning that letters do not horizontal/dizgonal joins, capitals and bresk letters.
touch. 3. Pupils beginwriting the challenge and at some point

6. Stop st some pointfor partnerstostate one thing they like within lesson partners to state one thing they like
about joins and one thing thatcan baimproved. zbout joinsznd onething thatcan be improved.

7. Take feedback, re-model if necessary, and childrenoontinue. 4. Take feedback, re-model if necessary. Pupils continue.

*The amount of lines writtenis depandenton the zbility of each pupil.
**To differentizte, use the ‘boat’ workbook and model from the ‘bost’ template.
***Thereis no extension. Pupils continually practise in order to maintzsin consistency inevery word.




At Globe, our handwriting scheme comprises of only

4 types of joins
1. The arm join to small letters
Type of join Join Tip Phrase From To
Arm jointo | Arm join should not be too ‘Sweepupyourarm|a cd e hle i J mnpru
small letters | straight, nor too curly. to touch... (say kL
, l mni|vwxX IJ Y4
letter)’.
tu

(A Ok G4 QAT OF &me
C/LC/@C/L{/%
i dr dy de
ee eAL eAar. er
Uy Ut e Uup
k@iulm@ ALY

YL YL AL YU

mn/awwg

2. The arm join to tall letters

Type of join Join Tip Phrase From To
Arm jointo | Arm should still meet the next| ‘Sweepupyourarm g ce h klbh k| t
tall letters letter just over halfway up. It | to touch... (say lmntu

should sweep smoothly into | letter) and shoot up

the tall letter. to the top’.

ab ook al
ok eb oh ek el

S Y s Y Sy "
ol o b th da




3. The washing line join to small letters

Type of join Join Tip Phrase From To

Washing line | Washing line should not be ‘Not too droopy, notjy w r f o | i jmnpruv
join to small | too floppy (the clothes get too tight'.
letters dirty), not too straight (the
line breaks in the wind).

wXyz

The washing line should still meet the next letter just over halfway up. It
should sweep smoothly into the tall letter.

L VU L [
H‘rrwcnmw%z

. OU 01 oW ol 0
LTy e J

4. The washing line join to tall letters

Type of join Join Tip Phrase From To
Washing Washing line should still meet | ‘Not too droopy, wrfo bhklt
line jointo | the next letter just over not to tight —and
tall letters halfway up. It should sweep shoot up the next

smoothly into the tall letter. letter’.

The washing line should still meet the next letter just over halfway up. It
should sweep smoothly into the tall letter.



Tips for helping younger children with their handwriting

e Use felt tips and gel pens as well as pencils and pens

e Use a soft ‘HB’ writing pencil

* Use a mix of lined and plain paper. Lines can
sometimes be constraining

e Ask your child to practise numbers and letters by
tracing them in the air, with chalk, saving foam, in
sand with a stick or on another person’s back with
their finger.

* Ensure the pencil grip and posture is correct, and that
the page is turned 45 degrees.

* Ensure entry and exit flicks are clear and if using lined
paper, the main body of the letter is resting on the
line.

* Practising patterns of joined up letters (such as a
string of connected 'c's) which develops the neuro-
motor pathways.

* Showing letter formation with dots at the starting
point and arrows showing the direction of movement.

* Encourage your child to do other non-writing activities
to improve his fine motor control, such as colouring
and dot-to-dot puzzles.

* Keep handwriting practice separate from home
learning but encourage your child to form and join.
We want writing to be seen as a fun and enjoyable
experience without unnecessary ‘worry’ in the way it
is presented.

* Remember: Handwriting is a developing skill: takes
years to perfect — not overnight!



