
Welcome to 
Workshop Wednesday

Wednesday 17th September

RWI/Reading in KS1 



Aims of this workshop

▪ To help you understand the reading 
lessons your child will tell you about.

▪ To explain how you can help your 
child with their RWI Home Learning.



How do we teach reading at 
Globe ?

▪ We teach and promote reading and books at Globe 
in many ways. 

-Daily phonics sessions

-English sessions based on wonderful stories

-Weekly library sessions

-Must Reads books

-Story time sessions

-Author visits…….

This PowerPoint is to help you understand the first on the list 
– Daily phonics sessions.



Daily phonics sessions 
▪ We teach reading using a systematic synthetic 

phonic programme called RWI (or Read Write 
Inc.)

▪ Daily lessons run from 10.45-11.25 in 
differentiated groups using all our trained RWI 
staff.

▪ Children are assessed every half term, and you 
then receive a ping explaining which group your 
child is in and who will be teaching them.

-



What does phonics 
actually mean?

▪ Learning to read using phonics involves matching 
the sounds of spoken English with individual 
letters or groups of letters.

▪ Here is a link to a short video to explain this a 
little bit more.

▪ Click on the 3 lines on the top right-hand side of the first 
video (Introduction to daily phonics lessons). Scroll down and 
watch Parent Video 7 – Understanding Phonics

▪ www.ruthmiskin.com/en/find-out-more/parents

http://www.ruthmiskin.com/en/find-out-more/parents
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http://www.ruthmiskin.com/en/find-out-more/parents
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Speed Sound Lessons

▪ Every RWI lesson starts with a ten-minute Speed Sound 
Lesson. In this part of the lesson the children learn sounds 
and read and write words (Fred Fingers) with these sounds 
in. Most of your children are now learning to read Set 2 and 
3 sounds and words



Speed Sound Lessons

▪ When children are learning Set 1 sounds something amazing also happens. They 
learn to help Fred the frog put sounds together to read words. This is called 
Fred Talk and blending. 

They can now read ! 

▪ They then start reading Set 1 green words (and some nonsense words- these 
are assessed in the Phonic Screening Check- watch out for another Wednesday 
workshop on this). 

▪ They then move on to learn Set 1 special friends (2 letters 1 sound) and read 
words with these in.

▪ The next step is learning Set 2 and 3 sounds and words. As you can see the 
steps are very systematic. Children always bring home books to read that allow 
them to practise the sounds and words they have learned at school.



What are special friends?
▪ ‘Special Friends’ is the name we give to sounds that have 2 

or more letters in them. The children also learn a short 
phase to help them remember this sound.  



English is complicated!

▪ As the video earlier explained, English has 44 
sounds but  more than 150 ways to make them.

▪ Spanish has  24 sounds and 26 graphemes (so 
easy!).

- .



RWI Complex Chart 

feel

mummy

treat

me

(have a think about bread!)



Reading  ditties and books
▪ As well as learning sounds in their RWI lessons, 

your child also reads an RWI ditty or story book. 
These allow them to practice the sounds and 
words they have already learned.

▪ In the lessons they practice reading all the 
sounds and words in the story before reading it 
for the first time.

• They read the story 3 times in their RWI lesson 
so they should be able to read it confidently at 
home too.



Red Words 
▪ Please refer to your ‘Help your child to read with 

phonics’ booklet for information on red words.

▪ These are words that cannot be sounded out as 
they have uncommon spellings.

▪ They are learned by sight.

▪ Sometimes you may need to just tell your child 
these words.



What comes home in your 
child’s reading wallet? 

Spelling Sheet         

RWI book

Book Bag Book  

Their Reading Record stays in their bag with their Must-Read 
books, Library books and class library books.



Must Reads



How do Must Reads work?

• You child will receive a Must Read 
weekly during their Must Reads slot in 
class.

• The children need to read this book. 
You can read it to and with your child.

• Children must write a review of their 
Must Read to receive a Must Read 
award. We have bronze, silver and gold 
awards.



How can you support your 
child at home? 

Lots more information is inside the booklet.

Please take some time to read this.

▪ Key points inside this booklet are:

▪ Children are expected to read daily, and parents to      comment 
in comment their reading record 4 times a week.

▪ The RWI books are for the children to read. They will always 
have read the book in class before it comes home.

▪ Always encourage your child to practice the speed sounds, story 
green words, speedy green words and red words before reading 
the story. (Writing in italics on each page provides adult 
advice).



How can you support your 
child at home? 

More key points are:

▪ If your child gets stuck on any of the green words always 
encourage them to have a go….’Special Friends?, Fred Talk, 
Read the word.

▪ Choose a quiet place with the TV off and phones away.

▪ Talk about the stories together, make reading them enjoyable, 
positive and fun.
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