
Welcome to 
Workshop Wednesday

Wednesday 17th April 2024

The Year One Phonic 
Screening Check



Aims of this workshop

▪ To explain the purpose and format of 
the Y1 Phonics Screening Check

▪ To share ideas to help you to support 
your child with their phonics at home.



What is the Phonics Screening 
Check ?

▪ https://www.ruthmiskin.com/parents/

(click on 'The Phonics Screening Check video')

https://www.ruthmiskin.com/parents/


 Children are taught to read by 
breaking down words into separate 
sounds or ‘phonemes’. They are then 
taught how to blend these sounds 
together to read the whole word.

 c – a - t = cat

What does phonics mean?



How are you doing with YOUR 

phonics?

How many sounds are in 
these words?

-hat
-jump
-play
-cake
-night



Why are the children being 

screened?

•The aim of the check is to ensure that all 
children can read accurately by the end of 
Year 1.

•Every Year 1 child in the country will be 
taking the phonics screening check in the 
week beginning Monday 10th June 2024.



Why are the children being 

screened?

This 'check’ helps us ensure that we have a 
clear understanding of how to continue to 
develop all children's reading skills as they 

enter Year Two.



What will the children be 

asked to do?
• The check is in line with the learning that happens in reading 

lessons, and the regular half-termly assessments we conduct.

• Children will be asked to ‘sound out’ words and blend the sounds 
together eg.  d-o-g – dog

• The focus of the check is to ensure children are reading with 
accuracy; therefore, the children will also be asked to read made 
up ‘nonsense’ words that they won't have ever seen before.

They are not asked to read irregular, red  words

( e.g. here, the)



What will the children be 

asked to do?
• In all previous PSC tests, there have been 40 words for the

  children to read:

  20 real words  and 20 nonsense words

• In previous years, the score that demonstrates that children can 
read with age- appropriate accuracy has been set by the DfE at 
32/40.

• Children who do not meet this score continue with phonics 
teaching until they meet the expected level of decoding.

• Children who do not meet this score are retested in June in Year 
2.



Examples of words/non-words:



More examples of words/non words-
(special friends)



More examples of words-

(multi-syllabic)



• The children will complete the check one at a time 
in a quiet area of the school.

• The screening takes 5-10 mins with each child.

• A familiar teacher will conduct all the screening 
checks with the children.

• You will receive information on how your child did 
in their check, in their summer term report.

How will the children complete 

the check ?



• The screening will take place 
throughout the week beginning Monday 
10th June 2024.  It is very important your 
child is in school during this week.

• The check has been designed so that 
children of all abilities will be able to take 
part.

When will the screening take 

place?



Encourage your child to ‘sound out’ when reading or 
writing, focus on spotting ‘special friends’ first

2 letters making one sound  play

3 letters making one sound   night

Split digraphs- 2 vowels with a consonant in between spine

Use the hand-outs and videos today to help support your 
child.

How can you help?



Please continue to support your child with their reading at home.

With the book that they read to you (RWI or class reader) encourage 
them to:

 Look for special friends and sound out if they are unsure of any 
words (Special Friends/Fred Talk/Read the Word)

 Re-read to check it makes sense and to make it sound like a great 
story

 Ask questions about the book (at the back of RWI home readers)

 And most importantly ENJOY READING ! (at least 10 minutes of 
reading every day)

How can you help?



Enjoying stories with your 
child at home

Key points :

• Choose a quiet place with the TV off and phones 
away.

• Talk about the stories together, make reading them 
enjoyable, positive and fun.

 



Any questions ? 
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