
 

 7. Reading together 
 

In addition to your child reading the Ditty and 
Storybooks please read a variety of other books 

with your child.  

For further information and reading activities 
you can visit these useful websites 

www.ruthmiskin.com 
www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks1/literacy 
www.primarygames.com 
www.speakaboos.com 
 

Always make reading with your child ENJOYABLE 
and FUN. Choose a quiet place (with TV off!!! ) and 

time that suits you both when neither of you are tired. 

Again, if you would like further information on how we teach  
reading at Globe please do not hesitate to make an appointment 
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Joy (Assistant Headteacher). 
 

 

Help your child to 

read with phonics  

Easy to follow  

advice when  

reading Dittys and  

Storybooks at 

home. 
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 Storybooks/Dittys 
These books help your child   
   TO LEARN TO READ. 

In these books the children use their knowledge of 
phonics and words to read. These books are for the 
children to practice their reading skills at home: 
skills that they would have learnt in their daily 

English lessons. This booklet provides detailed  
easy-to-follow advice on using Dittys and Storybooks 
at home so that you can support your child at eve-

ry stage of his or her reading development.  
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Class story books and library books 
These are books that your child has chosen 

from the classroom and school library. These 
are books for you to READ TO YOUR CHILD. 
Some of these books may be at, above, or below 
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purpose of these books are for you to both enjoy 
the story and talk about the events and  

characters or whatever conversation the book 
stimulates. Reading and sharing books for  
pleasure is an essential part of becoming a 

great reader.      

 

 6. Practise reading Speed words 
 

At the back of each Ditty/Storybook is a set of 
Speed words which are the main words your 

child read in the story. 
 

After your child has read the story, spend a few 
minutes practising the reading of these  

individual words.. Read the words across the 
rows and down the columns and then in and 
out of order. If there is hesitation or problems 

with a word, encourage your child to sound out 
the word and then blend the sounds together.  
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 5. Re-reading the story 
 

Ask your child to re-read the story. This can be on 
the same day, or the next day. If it is the next day, 

remember to practice the Speed sounds, Green 
words and Red word again. 

 

Re-reading the Ditty/Storybook helps your child to 
understand it better and to develop reading with 

fluency and expression. If your child is reading the 
text comfortably than you may feel that it is not 

necessary to point to each word.   
 

Once the text has been read, ask your child the 
questions shown at the back of the Ditty/Storybook. 

It is really beneficial when a discussion follows  
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personal experiences. 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Dear Parent, 
 

 

Dittys and Storybooks are what your child reads 
everyday in their English lessons. Like class and  

library books these are also fun to read, but have 
a specific purpose in focusing on the letter sounds 

taught that week which are put together into 
words that are then repetitively written in the  

stories.  
 

Once introduced and read in class, your child will 
regularly take home a variety of these  

Ditty/Storybooks (sometimes two a week).  

We suggest 15-20 minutes, four times a week  
to be dedicated towards the activities in this booklet 

when at home. 
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other times of the week as well).   

 

If you are not sure how to carry out these      
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guidance or better still, ask your child...they would 
love to teach you how to read!  


