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What is Handwriting?
• Cursive writing is joined: W    ?                          

- a ‘nicer’ style                                                                              
- speeds up their writing                                                       
- supports word order through muscle memory 

• Children are not taught letters in alphabetical order, 
but in groups according to their formation:                       

a a, c c, e e and o o (anticlockwise) 

l l,  m m,  n n (vertical)

• letters are written with a lead-out (exit) stroke or flick



a b c d e f g h i j k l m 
n o p q r s t u v w x y z

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

A B C D E F G H I J K L M 
N O P Q R S T U V W X Y Z



b g j p

q x zy



End of KS1
• form lower-case letters of the correct size 

relative to one another

• start using some of the diagonal/horizontal 
strokes needed to join letters and understand 
which letters are best left without joining

• write capital letters and digits of the correct 
size in relationship to one another

• use spacing between words that reflects the 
size of the letters





Croc on the log



Handwriting stages at Globe

Stage 1 – Writing letters on plain paper 
(Reception) 

Stage 2 – Writing letters in a boat (Reception)

Stage 3 – Capital letters (Year 1, term 1)

Stage 4 – Joining letters (Year 1, term 1 
onwards)

Stage 5 – Writing for speed (Year 4 onwards)











Spelling

Year 1
• CVC words: dog, man, dig 
• all digraphs e.g ch, sh

• alternative spellings for same sound e.g.  igh, 
i-e, ie   

• words with adjacent consonants e.g. st, br  



Sounds
http://www.bookaxis.com/covers/978/019/846/9780198460374_large.jpg

snow
hope
load
toe

focus/go

English
26 letters of the alphabet

44 sounds
15 double letter combinations

176 spelling combinations
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Spelling

Year 2
• Irregular word spellings: said, thorough, children, 

where

• Suffixes and prefixes: -ed, -tion, -est, pre-, per-

• Contractions: can’t, shouldn’t

• Possession: John’s

• Homophones: won, one

• Syllables: to/day, app/le



Spelling – Year 2
• Spelling programme;
 13 activities (2-3 a day)
 15 minutes per day

• -ing (words that end in e, drop the e and add suffix 
–ing)

bake – baking
ride – riding

make – making

 







Reading

Ditty Books Story books
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At home
•Look, Say, Cover, Write, Check

•Read with your child               
(reading together)

•Spelling and handwriting 
booklets
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