
Welcome to
Workshop

Thursday
7th November 2024

Reading and writing in Nursery

with

Anna Assistant Headteacher and Early Years 
Leader

Melissa Assistant Headteacher and Reading 
Leader



Aims of this workshop

▪ To help you understand 
how we teach reading 
and writing in Nursery.

▪ To explain how you can 
help your child with 
developing their 
phonics skills and love 
of reading.



How do we promote a love 

of reading at Globe ?

We teach and promote 
reading and books at Globe in 

many ways:

-Story time sessions

-Learning based around 

wonderful stories

-Daily phonics sessions that 

start in Spring

-Must Reads books



Must Reads
These are high quality books,
carefully selected from

Nursery through to Year 6

which we definitely want our

children to experience and

read. They Must Read them!
The numbers vary per year

group and of course we want

our children to read many
more books beyond these.



Love of Reading

Make reading fun!
Read stories in different languages

Tell a story by looking at the 
illustrations

Use puppets or props



Daily phonics 

sessions-Spring term

▪ We teach reading using a systematic synthetic 

phonics programme called RWI (or Read Write 
Inc.)

▪ In the nursery we have short phonics sessions 
every day that start in the Spring term in 

differentiated groups using all our trained RWI 
staff.

▪ Children are regularly assessed and move 
between groups.

-



What does phonics actually 

mean?
▪ Learning to read using phonics involves 

matching the sounds of spoken English with 
individual letters or groups of letters.

▪ Here is a short video to explain this a little bit 
more

▪ https://www.ruthmiskin.com/parents/

(Parent Video 6 – Understanding Phonics)

https://www.ruthmiskin.com/parents/


Phonics starts here…

Phonics listening 

games:

“Fred games”

 ‘I spy’-sounds 

 Listen for sounds around 
us

 Clap your name

 Body percussion and 
musical patterns

 ‘Fred says’ (Simon says)-
Blending games

 Fred's fridge

 Fred's wardrobe



Learning Picture Names

1. The first step in learning to read is to name the 

pictures and to develop phonological 

awareness.

▪ 2. The next step is learning the Set 1 speed 

sounds. (sounds not letter names) We will then 

practise some ‘pure sounds’ together! (0:54)

▪ https://www.ruthmiskin.com/parents/

▪ (Parent Video  3 – How to say the sounds )

https://www.ruthmiskin.com/parents/


How to support writing in the 

nursery?

 ‘MAGIC WRITING’

 TALKING TO OUR CHILDREN

 READING STORIES

 EXPERIENCES

 IMAGINATION

 MUSCLE STRENGTH



We make arms, hands stronger by:

 

- .

• lifting and rolling tyres,                         

• Sweeping, hoovering,

• Folding laundry,

• Lifting shopping bags,

• Carrying own bag and water bottle,

• Hammering nails into soft pieces of wood,

• Pouring water or dry sand from one container to another,

• getting dressed independently,

• Putting coats on, fastening zips,

• Climbing,

• These activities promote hand-eye coordination, spatial awareness, gross 
and fine motor control, accuracy, two handed coordination and 
manipulative strength.



Fine Motor Skills
You can help your child improve fine motor skills without forcing the use of a pencil, and you 
may see some improvement in handwriting ability.

 Invite your child to:

 to cook with you, cut, slice, dice vegetables,

 to use knife and fork,

 to wash up the dishes,

 to sort pasta or dry beans using fingers,

• making models using boxes and containers,

• putting Jigsaws together,

• Play with messy textures (cornflour, putty, mud),

• building with Lego, Duplo blocks, or large wooden blocks,

• thread pasta or beads.

- .



At home
• Read every night for pleasure: talk about 

the characters…what they did?…give 

opinions…what would you do?…do you 

remember when?…

• Muscle development: construction, 

cooking, modelling

and:

• Practise writing: letters, crayons, chalks, 

paints, sand, mud, coloured pencils, 

magical markers  [Make it fun]

• Practise writing name: each letter starting 

from the dot and in correct direction



Sign up with Bethnal Green Library 
Idea store ☺

• Story time sessions Monday to Saturday 10.30-11.15

• Projects for children

• Easy to sign up



Questions time

??? 


	Slide 1:   Welcome to Workshop  Thursday   7th November 2024
	Slide 2: Aims of this workshop
	Slide 3: How do we promote a love of reading at Globe ?
	Slide 4: Must Reads
	Slide 5: Love of Reading
	Slide 6: Daily phonics sessions-Spring term 
	Slide 7: What does phonics actually mean?
	Slide 8: Phonics starts here…
	Slide 9: Learning Picture Names
	Slide 10: How to support writing in the nursery?
	Slide 11: We make arms, hands stronger by:
	Slide 12: Fine Motor Skills
	Slide 13: At home
	Slide 14: Sign up with Bethnal Green Library  Idea store 
	Slide 15: Questions time ??? 

