June 2022

Dear Parents/Carers of Children in Reception,

As we are entering the final half term we will be preparing our Reception children for the
transition to Year 1 and | thought you would like to know a bit more about what life will be like
in Year 1 as well as what we are doing to support them in this transition.

First of all we let you and the children know which class they will be in and who their class
teacher will be. Next year's Year 1 teachers will be Shabina and Senem. Jacky and Shahana
are the Year 1/2 support teachers and will be teaching some Year 1 children at various points
also.

All their teachers will be spending some time in Reception over the next few weeks, meeting
the children, getting to know them and the children will be able to 'put a face to the name'.

Reception children will be going to their new classrooms with the new teachers and teaching
assistants. They will learn things such as where the toilets are, where they hang their coats
and the layout of the classroom in order that they are prepared for this in September.

The Reception and Year 1 teachers will meet this term and have a thorough handover so that
any important information about your child is passed on. They will also meet again in
September just to answer any further questions the Year 1 teachers may have once they have
been working with the children for a while.

In relation to what life is like in Year 1, there are many things that are the same, however, | will
mainly highlight the differences here:

e The children will continue to be taught reading and writing through the daily Read, Write,
Inc programme. Children will be assessed regularly and taught in small groups,
progressing through the groups as they learn more. This is the same as is currently
happening now in reception. Annette Clark, our Reading Leader will oversee this (as
she currently does for Reception) and you will be told whose group your child will be in
at the beginning of September. Annette regularly assesses the children in order that
they progress through the reading stages as soon as they are ready. You will always
get a letter telling you when your child has moved group and who will be teaching him
or her.

e Each day the children will have a maths lesson with either Shabina or Senem,;

e The children will receive a little bit more home learning than in Reception. They will
have reading, some spellings and some number work to do and will start using
Mathetics, an online maths programme.

e They will also have an Online Classroom on a site called dB Primary where they will
access some home learning and will use it if we have to move to remote learning again.
Your child will also be given his/her own laptop, a WinBook.



In Year 1 children have one long PE session each week, a session in the computer
room and visit the school library weekly.

Year 1 children will have weekly African drumming lessons with our drumming teacher,
and an additional weekly music lesson with our music teacher, Dev.

As in reception, school starts at 8.50am and it is crucial that children are on time each
day. School finishes at 3.15pm, not 3.05pm.

Children play in the bottom playground at morning play and on the roof playground at
lunchtime. The roof playground is very exciting and the children love it up there. There
is lots of equipment - bikes, mud kitchen, building bricks, roleplay, gardening etc. The
children eat lunch in the middle hall, just like they have in Reception.

Children get fruit at breaktime.

Year 1 children attend assembly from Monday to Thursday:

Monday Headteacher Assembly

Tuesday Singing Assembly

Wednesday RE or Special Event Assembly

Thursday  Class Assembly (parents are invited to this) or any other special

event assembly.

There will be opportunities for your child to attend after school clubs when they are in
Year 1. The clubs change each term and you will get notice of them in September.
Year 1 is the first year of Key Stage 1 and we may refer to it like this at times ‘KS1’.
Year 3, Year 4, Year 5 and Year 6 are KS2 (Key Stage 2).
The children will be taught the National Curriculum for England and Wales which is
English, Mathematics, Science, Computing, History, Geography, Design and
Technology, Physical Education (PE), Art, Music, Religious Education (RE) and Health
and Relationships Education (HRE). We also teach Philosophy for Children (P4C).

At the beginning of term you will get a newsletter which outlines what will be taught in
each subject.

Parent meetings are termly and you will see Shabina and Senem in the playground
each day. When Shabina and Senem have their planning and preparation time, either
Jacky or Shahana, the KS1 support teachers will teach the class.

During the second or third week in September, you will be invited into class to meet the
class team and find out more about the routines and systems.

You will also be invited to some workshops on reading, handwriting, spelling and maths.

If you have any questions about moving to Year 1, just let Anna, Juliana, Terry or myself
know. We are very much looking forward to your child continuing his or her learning journey
in Year 1 and | hope this gives you a sense of the transition process and the change ahead.

Yours sincerely,

Ms. Marie Maxwell
Executive Headteacher



