Reading
Aclivities to
practice at home

Year Six

Primary School



Title, Author, Cover and Blurb

Title:

Author:

Cover
illustration:

Genre:

What does the title suggest about the plot of the story?

Have you read other books by this author? If so, what might you expect?

Is the cover attractive? Does it make you want to read the book?

Summarise the blurb on the back of the book:

What do you think this book may be about?

Do you think you will enjoy this story? Why?

What sort of stories do you usually like to read?




First Impressions

>

Read the first ten pages or so, stopping, if possible at the end of a chapter or section.

What the story easy to get into? Why? Why not?

Did the story start with dialogue, description or action? What effect did this have?

Who are the characters? What are they like? How do you feel about them so far? How does
the author describe them?

Make brief notes about what has happened so far

Is the story what you expected? In what way?

What do you think is going to happen next?

Write down any questions you have about the story?




What Might Happen?

The Situation

What Might Happen Now?
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Look back at your first impressions. Have your thoughts or feelings about the
story or characters changed? How or why not?

About Halfway Through




‘ Language Detective

Keep a look out for the ways in which the author uses language to describe
characters’ appearances, actions, feelings; settings and situations. Note these
words and phrases down and comment upon the effect they have upon you, the

reader.

Words and phrases - characters The effect

Words and phrases - settings The effect

Words and phrases - situations and events The effect




Comparing Characters

Compare two characters from the book

Character 1:

Character 2:

Main purpose in story:

Main purpose in story:

Appearance:

Appearance:

Typical behaviour:

Typical behaviour:

What do they think of character 2?

What do they think of character 1?

How they changed at the end of the story:

How they changed at the end of the story:




In The End

Write down how you feel about how the book ended. Were you surprised, pleased
or disappointed?




Book Review

Write a brief summary of the book that you have finished reading.




Author! Author!

Write a profile of one of your favourite authors. You will find information on the
covers or inside their books. Another great source of information is the
Internet. Use the search engine and look for Children's Authors UK. Many of the
sites have biographies of famous authors.

Name:

Born: Died:
Publishers:

Titles:

Any other interesting information:




My Favourite Author

Name:

What type of books does this author write?

Titles of the books you have read:

What is it that you particularly like about this author's work?

Which is your favourite book by this author? Why?

What questions would you like to ask the author if you could meet them?




. Book or Film?

Choose a book that has been made into a film for television or the cinema and is available
on video or DVD. READ THE BOOK FIRST! Compare the two versions using the questions

below.

Title:

By:

Book

Film

What is the opening scene?

What is the opening scene?

What do you imagine the setting to look like?

What does the setting look like?

What do you imagine the characters to look
like?

What do the characters look like?

Give a very brief outline of the plot.

How does the film's plot differ from the book?

What happens in the end?

What happens in the end?

Which did you prefer and why?




Points of View

Think about someone in your book who is not the main character. Rewrite a
scene from your book from this character’s point of view. Do they feel
differently about the situation? Do they know something that the main
character does not know? Would the main character be surprised about how
they feel?
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First or Third Person Viewpoint?

Choose a passage from your book where the main character is involved in the
event. Choose a section where there is no or little dialogue. Is it written in the
first or third person? Copy the passage out but change it from first to third, or

third to first.
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What effect does this change have upon you, the reader?




A Double Modern Retelling

Read a short, traditional story that you first read when you were younger. Retell
the story in the same style but from two different viewpoints.

Title:
Version One, told from the viewpoint of:



A Double Modern Retelling

Title:
Version Two, told from the viewpoint of:



From Prose to Playscript!

Choose a scene from your reading book that contains dialogue between two or
three characters. Change the scene into a playscript. Remember to show who is
speaking and how they are acting by giving a stage direction.

Cast:

Narrator

FAARAAN

Characters: (stage direction) What they say




From Prose to Playscript!

Characters:

(stage direction)

What they say




\ 0
"To cut a long story short!’ ~

Read through a piece of text that your teacher has given to you. Using only
words and phrases, make very brief notes of the key ideas. Using these notes,
summarise the text in the number of words that your teacher has specified.

Key idea:
Notes:

Summary:
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Public information leaflets

Look at some of the public information documents to see which are
effective and easy to understand and those that are not.

Who is the leaflet for?

What is the purpose of the document? What is trying to persuade the reader to do?

What does the introduction tell you?

How is the information laid out?

What tense is the leaflet written in?

Is the text written in an impersonal voice or in the second person? What is the effect of this?

Does the text tell the reader about anything that MUST be done? What?

Does the text tell the reader about anything that SHOULD be done? What?

Does the text contain any conditionals? 'If' ‘then'. What are they?

Is there any link between paragraphs? Give an example.

Are there any diagrams or pictures? How do they help the reader?

Is there any action the leaflet wants the reader to take? What?

What extra helpful information is included?

Is the leaflet successful in persuading you? Why?




Daily Telegraph December 14™ 2003

Whale star of ‘Free Willy’ dies after return to wild

BY ADAM LUSHER

KEIKO, the killer whale that
starred in the film Free Willy,
died yesterday, a year after being
released into the wild where it
remained dependent on humans
until the end.

The 35ft-long, six-ton orca
became too ill to eat and died of
pneumonia, bringing to a sad
conclusion a five-year, $20 million (£12.5 million) attempt to help Keiko to adapt to life
back at sea.

Dane Richards, Keiko’s animal care specialist, announced the whale’s death in a
Norwegian fjord yesterday, saying that disease had struck the 27 — year-old orca quickly.
“Two days ago he began to be a bit lethargic and wouldn’t accept food. We suspect he
came down with a bit of pneumonia. We checked his breathing and it was a bit irregular.
He wasn’t doing too well. Early in the evening he passed away,” he said.

Keiko became the centre of worldwide attention after the release of Free Willy in 1993.
In the film, a killer whale is coaxed to jump over a sea park wall
to freedom. This proved more difficult in real life.

Keiko, whose name means ‘“Lucky One” in Japanese, was freed in Iceland in July 2002,
after five years training to help it to survive in the wild. However, the orca swam 870 miles
and in September 2002 appeared in Skaalvik Fjord in western Norway, where it allowed
swimmers to play with it and even ride on its back. Norwegians drove for hours for a
chance to see and play with “the movie star whale”.

Its handlers, from the Keiko Project, a team of marine experts from the Humane Society
of the united States and the Free Willy-Keiko Foundation charity, coaxed it a few miles to
the more remote Taknes Fjord in November 2002. They still often fed it the 110 pounds of
fish that it needed every day.

“It’s a really sad moment for us, but we do believe we gave him a chance to be in the
wild,” said Nick Braden, of the Humane Society of the US.

In the wild, orcas live for an average of 35 years. Keiko was captured off Iceland in
1979. It was exhibited in aquariums in Iceland and Canada, before ending up performing
in a run-down amusement park in Mexico City.

For 11 years its home was a rusty tank of dirty, warm water just 12 feet deep. Its skin
became infected with a wart-like virus which caused patches on its skin.

David Phillips, the executive director of the Free Willy-Keiko Foundation

Its luck changed in 1993 when it starred in Free Willy, about a boy
fighting the evil owner of an oceanarium to free its star attraction. The film
became a world-wide hit, and when the living conditions of the real-life
“Willy” became known, adults and children funded a multi-million dollar
campaign to save Keiko from its tank in Mexico. It was taken to a

‘It is possible for an orca to be returned to the wild, but Keiko wasn’t the
best candidate’

vast, specially built pool in Oregon,
where its luxuries included a wide-
- screen television. It was air-lifted to
Iceland in 1998, to begin training for
returning to the wild where it had
~ been captured.

“We took the hardest candidate
. and took him from near death in
Mexico to swimming with wild
whales in Norway,” said David
Phillips, the director of the San
Francisco based Free Willy-Keiko Foundation. “Keiko proved a lot of
people wrong and this can be done.”

In the film Free Willy, a young boy coaxes the orca to jump te freedom

Mr Phillips hopes that even after death Keiko will help with whale research.
“My choice would be to bury him on land,” he said. “If you bury him on
land we could use his skeleton in a museum or something, but that it still
being worked out.”

Some people had been very critical about the attempt to free Keiko. John
Gunnarson, the Icelandic aquarium owner who first captured Keiko, said last
year that it was “ridiculous” to try to return such a tame animal to the wild.

“Other whales will never
accept Keiko now,” Mr
Gunnarson told a newspaper
soon after Keiko appeared in
Norway. “He’s too different
from, them and he will always
rely on humans.”

Erich Hoyt, a scientist who found Keiko in Mexico said, “I think it is
possible for an orca to be returned to the wild, but Keiko wasn’t the best
candidate.”




Connectives Collection

Connectives link pieces of text - clauses, sentences, paragraphs or chapters.
Different types of text use different connectives. When you are reading, look
out for the types of connectives the author has used, Remember to use them in
your own writing.

Text type: Text type: Text type:

Text type: Text type: Text type:




Biography and Autobiography

Find two texts: a biography and an autobiography.
List the features of each in the boxes below.

Biography title: Autobiography title:

Written in the person. | Written in the person.
Subject: Subject:

D.0.B. D.0.B.

Place of birth: Place of birth:

Famous for? Famous for?

Most important event in their life: Most important event in their life:
Facts about the person: Facts about the person:

Opinions about the person: Opinions of the person:

How do you think people feel/felt How do you think people feel/felt
about this person? about this person?




Foreign English!

Word class

Country of origin

Definition




Checklist for
nhon-chronological reports

Draw lines to indicate these features on the
text on forests

e Clear opening paragraph that indicates what the
report is about;
® (Generalisations or classifications in the opening
paragraph:;
e Clearly organised main body of the report into
paragraphs or sections of linked information;
e Factual, accurate information;
e Logical order;
e Formal style, no personal pronouns;
e Present tense (unless historical reports);
e Language:
- Precise;
factual;
descriptive;
technical;
e Subtitles;
e Language to:
- contrast;
- compare;
e Diagrams to clarify text;
e Summarising comment
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The Listeners by Walter de la Mare

'Is there anybody there' said the Traveller,
Knocking on the moonlit door:;

And his horse in the silence champed the grasses
Of the forest's ferny floor;

And a bird flew out of the turret,

Above the Traveller's head:

And he smote upon the door a second time;

'Is there anybody there?' he said.

But no one descended fo the Traveller;

No head from the leaf fringed sill

Leaned over and looked into his grey eyes,
Where he looked perplexed and still.

But only a host of phantom listeners

That dwelt in the lone house then

Stood listening in the quiet of the moonlight
To that voice from the world of men:

Stood thronging the faint moonbeams on the dark stair,
That goes down to the empty hall,

Hearkening in an air stirred and shaken

By the lonely Traveller's call.

And he felt in his heart their strangeness,
Their stillness answering his cry,

While his horse moved, cropping the dark turf,
'Neath the starred and leafy sky:;

For he suddenly smote on the door, even
Louder, and lifted his head: -

‘Tell them I came, and no one answered,

That T kept my word,’ he said.

Never the least stir made the listeners,
Though every word he spake

Fell echoing through the shadowiness of the still house
From the one man left awake:

Ay, they heard his foot upon the stirrup,

And the sound of iron on stone,

And how the silence surged softly backward,
When the plunging hoofs were gone.




The Listeners by Walter de la Mare (cont.)

Read 'The Listeners' and note your thoughts on the following:

Who might the Traveller be?

Where has he come from?

What does he want with the people in the house?

Who does he expect to see at the house?

Who 'lives' in the house?

What does the Traveller mean by 'I kept my word™?

Use your notes to write a short story based upon The Listeners.




The Listeners by Walter de la Mare (cont.)

Read 'The Listeners' once more. Copy words and phrases the poet uses to create:

The setting: The effect the poet is trying to achieve:
Atmosphere: The effect the poet is trying to achieve::
Actions: The effect the poet is trying to achieve::

The Traveller's feelings: The effect the poet is trying to achieve::



A Favourite Poem

ININININIA‘S

I have chosen this poem because ...




Time in Stories

Story time line:

Start | | Finish

Words or phrases linked to time:

Events, e.g. flashbacks, dreams, stories within stories:

Changes in setting or seasons:
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Fiction Texts - Key Features

TXT TYPLI ot et st s et s s s e e

Story one:

Story two:

Story three:

Typical characters:

Typical characters:

Typical characters:

Theme: Theme: Theme:
Plot: Plot: Plot:
Dilemmas: Dilemmas: Dilemmas:

Setting, atmosphere, mood:

Setting, atmosphere, mood:

Setting, atmosphere, mood:

Language style: Language style: Language style:
Opening: Opening: Opening:
Ending: Ending: Ending:




More Haste Less Speed

Proverbs are sayings that contain a lesson or message. Look up some
proverbs and explain what they mean. Write down the situation in which

the proverb may be used.

Proverb:

What it means:

When you say it:




For and Against

Think of an argument/discussion from a situation that could happen in class.
Note the points in the table below.

FOP QN GGAINST ...ttt et e s ettt

Issue:

Points for:

Supporting evidence:

Points against:

Supporting evidence:

Writer's recommendation:

Your opinion:

Connectives used:




How do Explanation Texts Work?

Explanation texts explain how or why something happens. You will need to write
these texts in science, geography and design technology. Most explanations
contain information, too.

Read the explanation text below and then change it into a diagram or flow chart.

Where does the rain come from?

The Water Cycle

Water moves in a never-ending cycle. The Sun shines upon the Earth and heats
up the water in the seas, lakes and rivers. This makes the water evaporate and
rise into the atmosphere. As the water vapour meets the cold air high in the
sky, it condenses into water droplets. These droplets form the clouds.
Eventually, the water droplets become larger and heavier and fall to the ground
as rain where the whole process starts again.

The Water Cycle




Costing the Earth?

Read the three poems on this page. Think of the theme of the poems and the ways in which each poet has expressed the way he or she feels about
the subject of their poem. Which is the most effective and why?

Web of Life

An invisible web,
as fragile as dreams,
links mountains to forests

and rivers'to streams.

Through woodlands and forests;
where seas flow and ebb,
over ice caps and deserts,

life'weaves a great web.

From plankton to whales,
all life great and small
depends on each other.
Life's web links us all.

And we must take care
of each gossamer thread,
for we are all part of

this great world wide web.

Jane Clarke

Important Notice

World Wildlife Industries sadly anhounces
that we may soon have to close due to fierce
competition from Human Beings International.

Many of our famous products are already
unavailable including, to name but three, our dodo,

quagga and once healthy passenger pigeon lines.

Currently under threat are many of our
ancient stock of mammals and fishes as well as
birds, reptiles, amphibians andinsects.

But even now we could be helped to survive.
Work together with your parents and teachers
to find out how you could all help before it is too late.

And remember - without us and the products
of our branch, World Vegetation Industries,
our world too might soon be without your company.

Let's work together to stay in business.

Mother Nature
Managing Director

Philip Waddel,

Dragonflies

They used to fly
over all the ponds
in summer, Granny says

like sparkling sapphire helicopters,
purple aeroplanes,
with eyes of bright topaz,

wings flashing, emerald light, brightening the
countryside

in their jewelled flight.

Sun-glow brilliance winging
over every pond,

someday I hope to see one
- smallest last dragon.

Joan Poulson




Poets and Poems

Choose a selection of poems by a single poet. Make notes of your thoughts and
feelings about the poet’s style.

Poet's name:

Titles of poems: Theme of poems:

Style and Form:

Words and phrases: The effect upon the reader:

What you particularly like about this poet's work:

What you dislike about this poet's work:




Blurb!

Write a brief summary of the book you have just read for the back cover of the book. Remember to give an overview of
the story without giving too much away. Use techniques to intrigue the reader and make them want to read the book. You
could make up some quotes from reviews to add at the bottom. Design the cover, too.

Back Spine Front



Book Review

Book Title:

Author:

Where is the story set?

Who are the main characters?

What is the plot? (Don't give away the ending!)

Who would this book appeal to?

Would you recommend this book to a friend? Why? Why not?

Written by:







