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practice at home 

 

Year Five 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Collect and Compare Story Openings 
 

Find three books or stories that you have read or would like to read. 

 

Titles: 

 

Book/story one: …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Book/story two: …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Book/story three: ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Read the first few paragraphs of each. 

 

Do they start with action, dialogue or description? 

 

Book/story one: …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Book/story two: …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Book/story three: ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Which book or story would you want to read the most? …………………………………………… 

 

What was it about the opening that made you want to read on? ……………………………… 

 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Which book or story did not tempt you to read on? …………………………………………………… 

 

Why? ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Identifying Story Structures 
 

Make brief notes in each box to identify the different stages in the plot of different 

stories. 

 

Story One: Title: 

Setting: Problem: Conflict: 

Complication: Crisis: Resolution: 

 

Story Two: Title: 

Setting: Problem: Conflict: 

Complication: Crisis: Resolution: 

 

Story Three: Title: 

Setting: Problem: Conflict: 

Complication: Crisis: Resolution: 



Thinking Ahead! 
 

 

Title: 

What do I know? What do I want to know? What have I learnt? Evidence from the text 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   



Story Mapping 
 

Draw a ‘map’ of the main events of a story or book that you are reading. Draw a picture 

of each setting and event with brief notes from the text. Join each event with arrows 

to show the progress of the story. 

 

Title: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Raining Cats and Dogs! 
 

Have you ever heard people say things that don’t make sense but you understand what 

they mean? Have you ever heard anyone say ‘It’s raining cats and dogs’? What do they 

really mean? How do you feel if you’re ‘feeling under the weather’? Keep your ear to the 

ground (another one) for some more expressions. People use them all the time. Fill in the 

speech bubbles with the expressions you hear. Draw a picture for each one. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

   

 

  



 

From Prose to Playscript! 
 

Choose a scene from your reading book that contains dialogue between two or 

three characters. Change the scene into a playscript. Remember to show who is 

speaking and how they are acting by giving a stage direction. 

 

Cast: 

 

 

 

 

 

Scene: 

 

 

 

 
 

Characters:   (stage direction) What they say 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



It’s the Way You Say It! 
 

Authors often use dialogue to tell you, the reader, how a character is feeling or behaving. Look out for examples like these when you are reading: 

“A what?” said Harry, interested. “But why? What happened?” Harry asked urgently. “Gallopin’ Gorgons, that reminds me,” said Hagrid, clapping a 
hand to his forehead with enough force to knock over a cart horse . . .” Write your examples in the lined squares and draw the character’s face 
to show how they are feeling or acting. Don’t forget to use them in your own writing! 
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Characterisation 
 

Find extracts in your book or story that present characters through 

description, dialogue and action. Write the extracts in the space provided. 
 

Description 

Title: 

 

 

 

 

How does this 

description make 

you feel about this 

character? Would 

you like them? 

Why? Why not? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dialogue 

Title: 

 

 

 

 
 

 

How do the 

characters feel? 

How do they feel 

about each other? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Action 

 

Title: 

 

 

 

What does the 

action tell you 

about what the 

character is like? 

What type of 

person do you 

think they are? 

 



The Missing Bits! 
 

Find a place in your story or book where you could write an additional scene, or add 

another speaker to a section of dialogue. Remember to keep to the style of the 

author. 

 

 

Original story title: ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

Page number where you have added your scene …………………………………………………………… 
 

Author’s last sentence ………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 
 

• ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 



In Other Words……… 
 

Words are like colours. Just think about how many shades of blue there are – sky blue, 

sea blue, duck-egg blue, navy blue! Well, words are the same – think about upset and 
sad, angry and cross, happy and cheerful. Good writers choose just the right word in 
the right place. Look out for words you like to use and find as many synonyms as you can 

in your thesaurus. Think about the slight differences in their meanings. 

 

Word Synonyms Shades of meaning 
e.g.  
 
happy 

cheerful in a good mood 

content quietly happy 

carefree no worries 

jolly full of fun and laughter 

   

  

  

  

   

  

  

  

   

  

  

  

   

  

  

  

   

  

  

  

   

  

  

  

   

  

  

  



Making Notes 
 

 

 

 

Topic: 

 

 

 

Titles of books used: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key facts: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Choose a picture. What does it show? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Explain a diagram in words: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What has surprised you that you did not know before? 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 “Direct” and Reported Speech 
 

Read the newspaper cuttings that your teacher has given to you. Highlight direct speech 

in one colour and reported speech in another.  

 

Copy each example below and then change it to the other form. 

 

Direct speech 1: 

 

Change: 

 

Direct speech 2: 

 

Change: 

 

Direct speech 3: 

 

Change: 

 

Reported speech 1: 

 

Change: 

 

Reported speech 2: 

 

Change: 

 

Reported speech 3: 

 

Change: 

 

 



Author? Narrator? Character? Who is talking to you? 
 

Stories can be written in three ways. The author tells the story, a narrator tells you what is happening, or, one of the characters tells 

you what is happening. This activity is for you to decide what effect each method has on you, the reader. Read a text at home and 

answer the questions below.  

 

Text one title: (first person) 

 

 

Text one title: (third person) 

 

What impression do you have of the character?  

 

 

 

 

 

What impression do you have of the character?  

 

 

What have you learned about them? 

 

 

 

 

What have you learned about them? 

 

 

 

Change a section of text to third person. 

 

 

 

 

Change a section of text to third person. 

 

 

 

Does this change affect how you feel about the character? 

How? 

 

 

 

Does this change affect how you feel about the character? 

How? 

 



Myths, Legends and Fables 
 

Note down the features of each genre using words and phrases from the text. 

 

Myth 
A traditional story about gods 

and heroes which may explain a 

natural event 

Legend 
A traditional story about heroic 

characters based on truth but 

added to over time. 

Fable 
A short story to teach a moral 

lesson.  

Characters: Characters: Characters: 

 

 

 

 

 

Plot: Plot: Plot: 

Words and phrases: Words and phrases: Words and phrases: 

‘Typical ingredients’ ‘Typical ingredients’ ‘Typical ingredients’ 

What does the story explain? How is the character 

portrayed? 

What is the moral or 

message? 



Same but Different! 
 

Read the two versions of the same story. Note down what is similar about the 

two stories. What is different about them? 

 

 

Story One: 

 

Story Two: 

Similarities: Similarities:  

Characters: Characters: 

 

 

 

 

Plot: 

 

 

 

 

 

Plot: 

Language: 

 

 

 

 

Language: 

Differences: Differences: 

Characters: Characters: 

Plot: 

 

 

 

 

 

Plot: 

Language: Language: 



Let Me Tell You a Story. 
 

Make brief notes about each stage of a known story to help you retell the story orally. 

 

 Notes from a story 
 

Stability: 

 

� Setting  

� Characters  

� When, where, who? 
 

 
 
 

 
Threat: 

 

� Change  

� Problem 

 

 
 

 
Complicating action: 

 

� characters’ 

responses 

characters’ 

actions/reactions 

� interaction between 

characters events 

to carry the story 

forward 

� consequences of 

characters’ actions 

� dilemmas 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Resolution: 

 

• How characters 

extract themselves 

from a situation 

• How things work out 

for everyone. 

• What characters have 

learned 

 

 



A Favourite Poem 
 

Chosen by ____________________________________________________ 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I have chosen this poem because …………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 



A Favourite Poem – My Version 
 

By __________________________________________________ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Non-Fiction Texts – Talk Frame 
 

Use this outline to help you navigate your non-fiction book. 
 

Title:  

Author:  

What is the book about? Use the blurb to help you.  

The cover design shows…  

Does the cover make you want to read the book? Is the book attractive and 

exciting to look at? Why? 
 

Fill in the first two columns of your KWL grid  

Each person in the group think of a question that the book may be able to answer.  

Is there a contents page, an index? Is the book divided into chapters? Is each 

chapter divided into separate headings? 
 

Look at the contents. Is there anything listed that might help you find the answer 

to one of your questions? Try. 
 

Look at the index. Can you find something that might lead you to the answer to 

another of your questions? Try. 
 

Look at chapter one. What is the title of this chapter?   

Describe how the text is laid out. Has the author used headings? Do you think it 

would matter if the headings were in a different order? Why? Why not? 
 

What sort of pictures have been used? Do they help you understand the text?  

Skim over the text. What is the chapter about?  

Scan through the text and list the key words in chapter one.  

Read chapter one of your book. (You could take it in turns to read to each other)  

Is the information easy to understand? Why?  

Did you enjoy this book? What did you like about your non-fiction book?  

What did you not like about the book?  

Were you surprised by anything in the book?  

Did you find the answers to your questions? Easily, or was it difficult?  

Fill in the last column of your KWL grid  

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Reading for Information 
 

Topic: 

 

What do I know? What do I want to know? What have I learnt? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Points of View 
 

Think about someone in your book who is not the main character. 

Rewrite a scene from your book from this character’s point of view. Do 

they feel differently about the situation? Do they know something that the main 

character does not know? Would the main character be surprised about how 

they feel? 
  
 

Title: ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

Chapter: ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

Scene: …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

 

 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 



Write a Letter 
 

Imagine that you are a character from your book. 

 

Write a letter to another character to tell them what you feel about events or 

something they have done. Or write a letter to an imaginary friend telling them 

about something that has happened in the story. 
 

 

 

         Character’s address here: 

 

 

 

 
       Date:     

 

 Dear 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Title, Author and CoverTitle, Author and CoverTitle, Author and CoverTitle, Author and Cover    
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
First ImpressionsFirst ImpressionsFirst ImpressionsFirst Impressions    
    
    

    

    

    

    

    

About Halfway ThroughAbout Halfway ThroughAbout Halfway ThroughAbout Halfway Through    

    

    

    

    

    

    

 

    

The EndingThe EndingThe EndingThe Ending 

 

 

 

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

    

I would/wouldn’t recommend this book to a friend becaI would/wouldn’t recommend this book to a friend becaI would/wouldn’t recommend this book to a friend becaI would/wouldn’t recommend this book to a friend because………….. use………….. use………….. use…………..     

    

    

    

    

    

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

Draw a character or scene from the book                                                    Draw a character or scene from the book                                                    Draw a character or scene from the book                                                    Draw a character or scene from the book                                                        

Thoughts about my book 



I Have Just Read 
 

Use these questions to help you write about the book you have just read. Ask 

your teacher for some lined paper or use your exercise book. 

 

I Have Just Read: 

 

By: 

What genre does this novel belong to? 

 

How long is the book? How long did it take you to read it? 

 

Who are the main characters in this book? What are they like? What do they think of 

each other? 

 

What is the plot of this book? 

 

Which is the most dramatic event? 

 

How do things change for the characters? 

 

How would another character view the events in the book? 

What was really good about this book? 

 

What would you have changed about the book? 

 

Who would you recommend this book to, and why? 

 

Draw a character and a scene from the book. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Glossary 
 

Topic: ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Word Definition 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  



 


