Reading
Aclivities to
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Primary School



Fact and Fiction

Copy a sentence from your fiction book.

What tense is the Sentence WritTen iN? ... ...t ettt et s et st
HOW O YOU KNOW? ...ttt et ettt et et et et s 88 5 8 5 8 5 e
Is it written in the first or Third PErSON? ...ttt et e
D0es it CONTAIN ANY SPEECNTY ...ttt ettt et et s s s s
What iS The SEntence GDOUT? ...ttt ettt et et et et s e

Copy a sentence from your non-fiction book.

What tense is The SENTENCE WPITTEN IN? ...ttt e s s s s es s cesereeneene el

HOW O YOU KNOW? ..ottt et et et s et e e £ 1 e 0
Is it written in the first or third person or is no-one referred to at all? ...,

D0es it CONTAIN ANY SPEECNTY ...ttt ettt ettt e e e e

WHhAT 1S ThE SENTENCE ADOUT? ... ettt es e eeeees et eee et et ees e e ee et ees e esenteeeees e eseeeanseenersena



Powerful Verbsl!

Use a pencil.

Copy a passage from your reading book BUT leave gaps where the verbs are.
Swap your extract with your friend.

Fill in the gaps with the best verbs you can think of to describe the actions or
feelings of the characters.




How Did You Do That?

When you are reading, look out for verbs and
adverbs. Adverbs tell the reader how something
was done, the speed at which it was done, the way
something was said, the mood of the character or
the way the light shone. Collect verb and adverb
partners and write them here. Remember to use
them in your own writing.

laughed happily




Characters and Settings

As you read your books, think about the ways the author describes the
characters and the settings. Note down the words and phrases used to describe
what a character looks like, how they behave, react and their moods. How does
the author describe the settings, the weather, the atmosphere? Don't forget to
use these ideas in your own writing.

Settings Characterisation

'beautiful house beside the sead’ ‘all at once he found himself alone and
* From James and the Giant Peach by Roald Dahl frightened in a vast unfriendly world'




Dear Diary

Imagine that you are the main character in your book. Choose one day in the
story and write a diary entry for that day. Write in the first person and
remember to say:

- what has happened during the day:;

- who was involved;

- how you feel;

- what you will do about it all tomorrow.

Yo & (=SSOSO USROS




Write a Letter

Imagine that you are a character from your book. Write a letter to another
character. You could write to complain about something they have done, or to
ask their advice about something that is happening in the story, or to tell them
about what has been happening whilst they have been away.

Character's address here:

Date:

Dear



As Time Goes By

As you read your book, look out for the words and phrases the author uses to show the
passing of time. Does the author mention the time, the sun, the moon, dark or light, part
of the day, seasons or a change in weather? Also, look out for flashbacks and two
events happening at the same time, e.g. Meanwhile'

Don't forget to use these ideas in your own writing!

Book title and author:

Page Words and phrases used to show the passing of time

Where in your book did the author skip over the longest amount of time?




Choose a scene from your reading book that contains dialogue

between two or three characters. Change the scene into a playscript.
Remember to show who is speaking and how they are acting by giving
a stage direction.

Cast:

Scene:

Characters

(stage direction)

What they say




Choose a scene from a play that you have read. Change the scene into narrative.
You will have to describe the setting and show how the characters are behaving
by using powerful verbs and adverbs. Work with a partner and act out each part
of the play.

THHE OF PlAY: ..ot et et et s s e s s e




Same but Different - Comparing poems on the
same theme

Titles and authors:

Discuss with your teacher and your friends:

Compare:

*  What the fwo poems are about.

* The pictures that each poem puts into your mind.

* The words and phrases each poet has used to describe the theme.

* The rhyming patterns.

* The rhythm.

* Figurative language. Talk to each other about the effect the words the poet has
chosen has upon the reader. Why do you think the poet has chosen these?

* Choose a line that you like and explain to your friends why you like it.

=  Which poem do you prefer? Why?

Write your preferred poem here:




Headlines!

Log onto www.bbc.co.uk/newsround

Select an area that interests you. Read the headlines and discuss with your friend what
you think the story might be about. Read the story or listen on-line. Were you right?
Can you think of another headline to suit the story?
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The headline that You ChOSe.............cc.ooiiiciiss et
The date of The STOPY: ... et et et s s

SUMMAPY OF The STOPY: ..ot ettt st et s

YOUP MEAAINE ... ettt es et ees e e re et et te e eneets s sesees e e seseen s s



Oh, no!l Not that word againl

Words are like paint! Some words make the picture in the reader's head grey and rather dull. But choose really great words, and the pictures in
your head come to life and you can really imagine what is happening. There are some words in the table below that writers use over and over and
OVER again. When you are reading, look out for words, or phrases, that the author has used instead. Don't forget to use them in your own writing!

hice big little good bad
sad like get/got happy glad
scared windy rainy hot cold




Old Words

This poem contains old English words that we no longer use. Read the poem and note the words that
are new to you. Try to work out from the rest of the line what they might mean.

When Icicles Hang by the Wall
William Shakespeare

When icicles hang by the wall,
And Dick the shepherd blows his nail,
And Tom bears logs into the hall,
And milk comes frozen home in pail,
When blood be nipped and ways be foul,
Then nightly sings the staring owl,
To-who;
To-whit, to-who, a merry note,
While greasy Joan doth keel the pot.

When all aloud the wind doth blow,
And coughing drowns the parson’s saw,
And birds sit brooding in the snow,
And Marion's nose looks red and raw,
When roasted crabs hiss in the bowl,
Then nightly sings the staring owl,
To-who;
To-whit, to-who, a merry note,
While greasy Joan doth keel the pot.

Possible meanings

blows his NQl.........ocooeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e,
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Adjective Detective

When you are reading, look out for the ways in which the authors describe their
characters, feelings and settings. Sometimes they use more than one adjective and
sometimes they give the reader extra information.

Remember to use these in your own writing!

a most extraordinary
sight, a colossal, curvy-
shaped thing

From James and the Giant Peach by
Roald Dahl




It's Another World!

Choose a scene from your book that describes an imaginary world. Draw a picture of how you imagine it fo be. Label your picture with the words
and phrases the author has used fo describe the setting.



Comparing Settings

Setting One

Setting Two

Setting Three

Book:

Book:

Book:

Setting:

Setting:

Setting:

Author's words to describe setting:

Author's words to describe setting:

Author's words to describe setting:

Picture:

Picture:

Picture:




‘Writing Pictures!

Authors use language to 'paint’ pictures in their readers’ minds. Look out for words and phrases that authors have used to help you imagine what places
look like, how characters feel, what might be about to happen and the atmosphere in the story.

Character descriptions

Character moods

Character feelings

small piggy eyes, a sunken mouth, and one of those white
flabby faces that looked exactly as though it had been
boiled’

whenever she got angry or excited, little flecks of spit
would come shooting out of her mouth’

Great tears began oozing out of James's eyes and rolling
down his cheeks’

Atmosphere

Build tension

Settings

'The night was all around him now, and high overhead a wild
white moon was riding in the sky’

".the first thing of all, the rather peculiar thing that lead
to so many other much more peculiar things happened to
him’

-.smelled musty and stale and slightly mildewed, like air in
an old cellar’

Extracts from James and the Giant Peach by Roald Dahl




/
Audience ;9

How do you know if a book or comic would interest you? What has the author and
publisher done to make you want to pick it up and read it? Look at each of the examples
that your teacher has given to you. Talk to your friend about who you think the book is
for and how you know.

Title and author Audience Clues!




Non-Fiction Texts - Talk Frame

Use this outline to describe and review a non-fiction book..

Title:

Author:

What is the book about? Use the blurb to help you.

The cover design shows.....

Does the cover make you want to read the book? Is the book attractive and exciting
to look at? Why?

Each person in the group think of a question that the book may be able to answer-.

Is there a contents page, an index? Is the book divided into chapters? Is each
chapter divided into separate headings?

Look at chapter one. What is the title of this chapter?

Describe how the text is laid out. Has the author used headings? Do you think it
would matter if the headings were in a different order?

What sort of pictures have been used? Do they help you understand the text?

Skim over the text. What is the chapter about?

Scan through the text and list the key words in chapter one.

Are the sentences long or short? Are they easy to understand?

Are all the sentences telling you facts? If not what other types of sentences are
there?

Is the text written in the first person, third person or something else? What tense
is the book written in?

Is the information easy to understand? Why?

Did you enjoy this book? What did you like about your non-fiction book?

What did you not like about the book?

Were you surprised by anything in the book?

Did you find the answers to your questions? Easily, or was it difficult?




Topic:

Reading for Information

What do I know?

What do I want to know?

What have I learnt?

Sources




Non-Fiction Texts

Look at the non-fiction text that your teacher has given you. Scan down the
text looking for key words and phrases.

List the key words and phrases:

What do you think the text is about?

Read through the first paragraph. Write down the paragraph's main idea in a short
sentence or copy the sentence that sums up the whole paragraph.

Continue to do this for each paragraph in the text.

Write a short summary of what the text is about.




Paragraphs are very organised!

Read through the non-fiction text that your teacher has given you. Make notes in the
boxes below to show the main idea in each paragraph. Look for links between each
paragraph.

Title:

Paragraph 1. Key Idea:

Links to next paragraph:

Paragraph 2. Key Idea:

Links fo next paragraph:

Paragraph 3. Key Idea:

Links fo next paragraph:

Paragraph 4. Key Idea:

Links to next paragraph:

Paragraph 5. Key Idea:

Links to next paragraph:

Write one word to describe each paragraph and draw an arrow between each word.

Could the paragraphs be written in another order?




Oh Dear!

Some stories are about characters who find themselves in difficult situations.
Sometimes they have caused the problems, and sometimes bad things happen to
them. Read through the story.

Story title and author:

Character's name:

Character's problem:

What has caused the problem?

What do you think the character should do?

What might happen to affect the character’s decision

What happens in the end?

Did you like the ending or do you think another solution would be better?

What has the character learnt from the experience?

Write a moral for the story




What I like to read

What kind of books do you choose to read for personal reading? What is it
about them that you like? Write down your favourite books and authors and why
you like them.

I like books about:

because

My favourite author is:

because

Why I like these books:

The time of day I read is:

I spend reading each day.

The people I read to are:

The people who read to me are:

The best thing about reading is:

The hardest thing about reading is:

I would recommend (title)

to a friend because
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Think about the resolution and ending of the last book that you read or a well-
known story. Write briefly what happened in the end. Think about a completely
different resolution and ending and write this down.

BOOK FiT1@: ettt et eee et e e e et et e e eeset e e es et een e e eeteee s s eeeeenres s eneeeneen

What happened in The @nd? ...ttt et

YOUPR NEW @NAING: ..ottt ettt e st st s s s s s s s s s




Keep it Brief!

Read the text that your teacher has given you, or choose a section from your
non-fiction book. Read each sentence and make a brief note of what the
sentence is about; use just one or two words. When you have finished reading,
write a very brief summary of what the whole piece was about.

Summary:




Persuasive Language

Read the extract from the Blackpool
Tower persuasive leaflet.

Note down all the persuasive words and
phrases. What is the effect the writer is
trying to achieve?







