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Aclivities to
practice at home

Year Three

Primary School



Settings

Choose a page from your reading book, or a book you have already read, that describes
a setting - the place where the story takes place. Shut your eyes and try o imagine
what it looks like. Draw a picture of the setting in the box below. Label your picture
with words and phrases that the author has used to describe the scene. Do the same
for another book with a different setting.



Powerful Verbsl!

Verbs are great! They tell you what the characters in your books are doing. They can
also tell you how they are doing it and what mood they are in. For instance, think about
the difference between RUNNING and DASHED! They can tell how the character is
speaking, too. Think about the difference between SAID and SCREECHED! Collect more
examples of action verbs and words used instead of said, and list them below.

ACTION VERBS

INSTEAD OF SAID VERBS

Don't forget to use these in your own writing!




All Changel!

Choose a short passage from a book. Make sure that it contains lots
of verbs. Copy the passage out on the lines below. Underline all the
verbs. Rewrite the passage but replace all the verbs with different
ones. Choose ones that you think are better or verbs that would
completely change the effect.

All Changel!

The new verbs make the passage different because



Amaze your friends!

Amaze, astound and astonish your friends with all the new words that you know and can

use when speaking or writing. When you hear or read a word that you do not know, write
it down in the table below. Use a dictionary to find out its meaning. Then, use a
thesaurus to find other words that have a similar meaning. (These are called synonyms.)

New Word What does it mean? Synonyms
astound
amaze surprise greatly astonish

surprise




Oh, no!l Not that word againl!

Words are like paint! Some words make the picture in the reader’s head grey and
rather dull. But choose really great words, and the pictures in your head come to life
and you can really imagine what is happening. There are some words in the table below
that writers use over and Over and OVER again. When you are reading, look out for
words that the author has used instead. Don't forget to use them in your own writing!

nice big little good bad
sad like get/qgot happy glad
scared windy rainy hot cold




It's the way you say it!

Get a book that contains lots of dialogue with your friends.

Decide which character each person will be. You also need someone to read the
parts that are not dialogue. They will be the narrator.

Rehearse together until you are happy that each character is speaking in the
way that the author wanted them to.

Present your dramatised reading to the rest of the class.

Ask the class to put their thumbs up when a character is speaking and down
when the narrator is speaking.

NP GO oo e eee e et eee e s e eeeesveeevee e eee et eenees s eeses s armnssansennssesarnses sessrnnssanaen

CRAPACTEI ONCi ..o e cee et eees e e ees e vee et e s eesses s aes s et ees s eeseenesses s esernren

AP ACT I TWO oo et eee et e eee e e s eeeee s ees s ees e eesseneessaneessenaessasaes s ans s sen s ann s ann

[0 VaTaa Ton £=1 B I oVl U oSO U T ST o T O U



Lights, camera, action!

Find a passage from a story book that you like. Choose a piece
that contains lots of dialogue. Change the text into a playscript.

/

\

Cast:

Scene:

Characters:

(stage direction)

What they say

Perform the play for your friends.




Beginnings and Endings

Choose a book that you would like to read or have already read. Read the first page.

Where is it set?

What words and phrases
has the author used fo
describe the setting?

Draw a picture of what you
think the setting looks like.
Draw your picture in the
box.

When does the story take
place? How do you know?

Are there any clues about
the time of day or the
weather? What are they?

Has the author introduced
any characters? Who are
they?

Has the author given you
any clues about what the
characters are like? Write
the clues in the box.

Draw a picture of the
characters.

Are there any clues about
how the character feels?
Write them down.




To Rhyme or not to Rhyme?

Read the two poems below. Use the questions and prompts below to think about.

It's Spring From Morning Meeting
It's spring Fresh dewfall glistens on the lawn;
And the garden is changing its clothes, Roses gleam with tiny pearls;
Putting away In the breeze and morning sun
Its dark winter suits Each petal frembles and uncurls:
Its dull scarves Now in the borders all the flowers
And drab brown overcoats Display their charms like dancing girls.
Now, it wraps itself in green shoots, Vernon Scannell

Slips on blouses
Sleeved with pink and white blossom,
Pulls on skirts of daffodil and primrose,
Snowdrop socks and purple crocus shoes,
Then dances in the sunlight.

John Foster

Talk Talk Talk Talk Talk Talk Talk Talk Talk Talk Talk Talk Talk Talk Talk

e Inthe first poem, what does the poet want you to imagine that spring is doing?

*  What is the difference between what is happening in the first and second verses?

e The first poem doesn't rhyme. Do you think it is a poem? Discuss your ideas with
your friends.

e The second poem does rhyme. Talk to your friends about the words which rhyme.

*  What words has the poet used to describe the things he can see? Talk about the
pictures that the words make in your mind. Describe these to your friends.

e Both poets have used the same idea of dancing at the end. Why do you think they
have used it?

e Which poem do you like best? Tell your friends why you like it.

Write down the clothes spring is:
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Amazing Adjectives

Authors use adjectives fo tell you, the reader, what something is like. Really good
adjectives give the reader clear pictures in their minds. Collect adjectives from your
own reading and add them to the list below. Put your adjectives in the right column!

Size Colour Moods

enormous silvery blue gloomy




A Bunch of Collective Nouns

Did you know that some things have a group name? You know about a flock of sheep and
a bunch of grapes, don't you? Keep an eye out for some more in your reading books.
Listen out for them when people are talking, too.
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Make up some collectives nouns of your own Think of a group of things and think of a
word that would suit them. For example - an untidiness of boys! A grow/ of dogs.



Once upon a time

The characters and stories in traditional tales may all be different but they are
similar in many ways. When you are reading traditional stories collect some
words and phrases that you could use in your own writing.

Beginnings Sentence starters People Places




Goodies and Baddies

Some traditional stories are about how poor or weak people become brave and
win battles with strong people. For example, Jack is very poor in Jack and the
Beanstalk, but he climbs the beanstalk and brings treasure back to his cottage.
In the end he chops down the beanstalk and lives happily ever after.

Think about a story you have read. Make notes about the characters and the events in
the table below.

Characters' Handsome/ | Strong or | Poor or Good or Wise or

names beautiful weak? rich? evil? foolish?
or ugly?

Characters' names Event and action Event and action

Characters' names Event and action Event and action

Characters' names Event and action Event and action

Characters' names Event and action Event and action




Draw pictures to show the main actions of a character in your book.
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Character Portrait

Draw a portrait of a character from your book. Use information from the book to help
you include appearance and what they are like. Do they have a grumpy face? Are they
sad or happy? Label your picture with words and phrases the author has used to
describe the character’s actions, appearance and mood.



A Letter to a Friend

Imagine that you have just met a character from your book. Write a letter to a friend
telling them all about the character. Tell your friend about:

* how and where you met,

e what they look like,

e what you have done together

e the way the character acted in different situations.

Your address here:




Did they live happily ever after? You decide!

Think about one of the stories you have been reading in class. Imagine that
something happens to change the ending of the story. Write a different ending
to the story. Make sure that your ending is written in the same style as the real
story and the characters and setting stay the same.

A different ending to:




Are you driving your teacher up the wall?

Have you ever heard people say things that don't make sense but you understand
what they mean? Has your mum ever told you to stand on your own two feet?
What does she mean? When footballers win matches they say they are over the
moon. Are they really? When they lose they say they are as sick as a parrot!
Keep your ear to the ground (another one) for some more expressions. People
use them all the time. Fill in the speech bubbles with the expressions you hear.




My Superior Sentence Collection

Really good writers use different kinds of sentences to make their writing
interesting. Sometimes they use really short sentences to build up tension;
sometimes they use long ones to describe something. Long sentences need words
to joins all the parts together. Look out for sentences in your book that are
joined with:

if, so, while, though, since, when, because, until.

Write your sentences here:




As Time Goes By

Have you ever noticed that some stories take place in a few hours, or even
minutes? Other stories can be about what happens over a much longer time. The
author can't tell you about everything that happens over that long fime - it would
take you years to read each book! Writers use words and phrases to tell the
reader about the passing of time. Look at the beginnings of the paragraphs in
your book. Collect any words and phrases that tell the reader about the time
that is passing.
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Write notes to describe the journey of a character in your book.
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I, Me, My or He, She, They?

Have you noticed that in some books it feels as if the character is talking to you,
the reader? Other books feel as if the author is telling you about the
characters.

If the story is written using ‘I, me’and my', it is written in THE FIRST
PERSON. If the author is telling you about a character it is written in THE
THIRD PERSON.

This is the beginning of James and the Giant Peach by Roald Dahl.

Until he was four years old, James Henry Trotter had a happy life. He lived peacefully
with his mother and father in a beautiful house beside the sea. There were always
plenty of other children for him to play with, and there was the sandy beach for him to
run about on, and the ocean to paddle in. It was the perfect life for a small boy.

Wereite this extract out. Change all the underlined words with 'T' or ‘my’ or 'me’.

How does it sound? Do you feel differently about the character? Is it better or
not as good? Discuss how you feel with your friend.

When you read other books, think about who is telling the story. Is it one of the
characters or is it the author? Try reading a page of your book with your friend
and changing the ‘person’ from 15" +o 3™ or 3 to 1",




Where is the book I want to read?

Just imagine if all of the books in a library were put on the shelves higgledy- piggledy.
What would happen if recipe books were put next to books on insects or history books?
You would not be able to find anything! If you look carefully at the spine of a book in a
library, you will notice a sticker with a number on it. This is called the Dewey number.
This number tells you what kind of book it is.

Look at the plan of a library below. Each room has a humber in it. Go to your school
library and find a book in the non-fiction section. What number does the sticker begin
with? Copy its title into the correct room on the plan. Note down what the book is
about.




Characters

When you are reading your book, think about how the main character is feeling every time something happens. How do they behave as each thing
happens? What do you think they feel about other characters in the story. Write down what you think and find words and phrases in your book

to show how the character feels, behaves or thinks about another character.

Character’'s name:

Event

Feelings

Behaviour

How they feel about other
characters

What would you say to the character if you could talk to them about what happens to them and how they feel?




Author! Author!

Name:

Born: Died:
Publishers:

Titles:

Any other interesting information:

Name:

Born: Died:
Publishers:

Titles:

Any other interesting information:

You will find information about authors on www.storiesfromtheweb.org




Book Review

T have jJust read ...

I liked the part When ...
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T didn't lKe oo
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What would you say to a friend o persuade them to read this book?




Writing Letters

Why do people write letters? Who do they write to? Ask your teacher if
you can interview adults around school about the letters that they write
and receive. Use these questions to help you.

1. Who did you write your last letter to?
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. How many letters do you receive each day?

. What kind of letters do you like to receive?

. What kind of letters do you not like o receive?

. Do you have any letters that it would be all right for me to read?




Write a letter to...

Pretend you are a character from a well-known story. Write a letter
to another character about something that has happened in the
story. Ask your teacher to help you with your ideas.



KWL Grid
Title:

What do I already know?

What would I like to know?

What have I found out?

Did anything surprise me?







