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Oracy Big Ideas
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"The increased focus on oracy has
had a transformative impact on our
children at our School. Children in
all year groups are speaking with
greater confidence, more able to
engage in conversation and visibly
enjoying their learning.”

- Mark Butcher, Vice Chair of
Governors, Cubitt Town Junior
School

"l used to feel nervous talking in
front of the whole class, but oracy
lessons have helped me and now |
enjoy talking and feel proud about
it. It's made me more confident.”

- Year 3 pupil, Canon Barnett
Primary School

"Children have grown in confidence,

are more critical in their thinking
and better understand the
importance of speaking and
listening when they present to
peers and adults. Oracy is a game
changer. | am so glad that we teach
it.”

- Darren Rubin, Executive Head of
Schools, St John's Bethnal Green &
St. Paul's Whitechapel CE Primary
Schools

"Teaching oracy is brilliant! It means
that spoken language development
isn’t left to chance, instead planned
for and made a joyful focus of
everything we do in the classroom,
with plenty of opportunities for
practise and structures in place to
support every child to find their
voice."

- Jane Scott-Gall, Class Teacher,
Marner Primary School



Oracy at School



Our Discussion Guidelines (KS1)

Show good
listening
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Our Discussion Guidelines (KS2)
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Show good listening and
use positive body
language
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Agree and disagree
with respect

00é=

E—

Agree and disagree
with respect

é:

o0

Be willing to —
change our mind @'

ey

Be willing to
change our minds

—_

Build on ideas 1TTT

Bring others into
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for our opinions
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Challenge, clarify
and build on ideas
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Oracy at Home



Oracy @
Cambridge

The Oracy Framework

Use the oracy framework to understand the
physical, linguistic, cognitive, and social
and emotional skills that enable successful
discussion, inspiring speech and effective
communication.

Cognitive
Content
- Choice of content to convey meaning &
intention

- Building on the views of others

Structure
- Structure & organisation of talk Working with others
’ Lingl.ﬁstic - Guiding or managing interactions
Clarifying & summarising ST kg
- Seeking information & clarification
) [ osauteLy through questioning Listening & responding
Appropriate vocabulary choice - Summarising - Listening actively & responding
Voice appropriately
Pace of speech Language W“m -
Tonal variation - Mamtainlngfocus on task Confidence in speaking
Clarity of pronunciation - Register = o manennit - Self assurance
Voice projection - Grammar Liveliness & flair
: : Reasoning
Body language Rhetorical techniques . . e P L
- Gesture & posture - Rhetorical techniques such as metaphor, S Crihcallyemnuning ideas & views - Taking account of level-of understand of
- Facial expression & eye contact humour, irony & mimicry expressed Mo




Cooking and shopping together

[ think... because... O ‘ @
Perhaps we could... O
| wonder If... thinking out loud
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Teach me to... ki 4.)

instructions

- Talk about instructions and how you use them
with your child in daily life

- Askyour child to tell you how to do something
step by step. Take their words literally!

-  Words to structure and support: first, next, then,
carefully, before, after, finally



Interview a friend
or family member
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asking appropriate
questions




Interview a friend
or family member
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Listening together
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listening and
commenting

S

- Listen to audiobooks, 'Book at Bedtime', the radio or the news

together

- Talk about the speaker's: tone of voice, pace, use of pauses,

volume

- What mood is the speaker trying to create”? How do you know?

- Listening to this speaker makes me feel.... because....

- Key words: soothing, tense, energetic, robotic, stuttering, quickly,

slowly, whispering, bellowing, loud, quiet



Observing arguments and debates '/%

observing

- Talk about the body language and tone of voice you notice when
\l/_\%atchlng people arguing or debating in films, on the news or in daily
ife.

- What are the people doing?
- What are they not doing?
- How could they improve the way they are communicating?



Board games

* Think out loud

* Discuss tactics and weigh
up strategies together
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* Practice turn taking



Oracy-specific praise and feedback | ==
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praise

Amazing, you were speaking at just the right volume for me to hear
your clearly.

You gave great eye contact when you were speaking

| know you are listening really well because your body language and
eye contact are showing me

You sounded like such an expert when you said...

All the words you chose made me feel so...

| liked your challenge, you really made me think differently about...
The example you gave was particularly powerful because...

Well done for asking me what | think too, and taking turns.

You spoke really passionately and confidently. Well done.
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