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What is Oracy?





Oracy at School









Oracy at Home





Cooking and shopping together
I think... because...
Perhaps we could...
I wonder if...



Teach me to...

- Talk about instructions and how you use them 
with your child in daily life

- Ask your child to tell you how to do something 
step by step. Take their words literally! 

- Words to structure and support: first, next, then, 
carefully, before, after, finally



Interview a friend 
or family member



Interview a friend 
or family member



Listening together 

- Listen to audiobooks, 'Book at Bedtime', the radio or the news 
together

- Talk about the speaker's: tone of voice, pace, use of pauses, 
volume

- What mood is the speaker trying to create? How do you know?
- Listening to this speaker makes me feel.... because....

- Key words: soothing, tense, energetic, robotic, stuttering, quickly, 
slowly, whispering, bellowing, loud, quiet



Observing arguments and debates

- Talk about the body language and tone of voice you notice when 
watching people arguing or debating in films, on the news or in daily 
life. 

- What are the people doing?
- What are they not doing?
- How could they improve the way they are communicating?



Board games

• Think out loud 
• Discuss tactics and weigh 

up strategies together
• Discuss good 

sportsmanship 
• Practice turn taking



Oracy-specific praise and feedback
• Amazing, you were speaking at just the right volume for me to hear 

your clearly. 
• You gave great eye contact when you were speaking 
• I know you are listening really well because your body language and 

eye contact are showing me 
• You sounded like such an expert when you said… 
• All the words you chose made me feel so… 
• I liked your challenge, you really made me think differently about… 
• The example you gave was particularly powerful because… 
• Well done for asking me what I think too, and taking turns. 
• You spoke really passionately and confidently. Well done.
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