Milestone 3 — Religious Education Vocabulary

afterlife: the belief that an individual's identity
continues after the death of the physical body.

langar: a common kitchen where food is served at
a Sikh temple

agonistic: one who believes it is impossible to know
anything about the existence or nonexistence of God.

Mandir: a place where Hindus go to worship gods

ahimsa: non-violence or non-injury.

moksha: at one with God and sets you free from
having to be reborn on this Earth again

almsgiving: physical gifts (money, food, or goods)
intended to help those who are poor.

moral: having to do with what is right and what is
wrong in how a person acts

atheist: atheism is rejecting the belief that there is a
god.

muezzin: a muezzin is an official who calls from the
tower of a mosque when it is time for Muslims to

pray

beliefs: a belief is a firm thought that something is true.

murtis: an image in which the Divine Spirit is
expressed

Buddha: enlightened one.

ceremony: aformal act or series of acts done in a
particular way to honour a special occasion.

parable: a simple story which has a special religious
or moral meaning at the end

deity: a powerful spirit that controls events and the
nature of things

Prophet: One who speaks on behalf of a god or
who is divinely inspired to reveal the will of a god

dharma: the spiritual law for human beings

puja: to deal with responsibilities, problems or
difficulties, especially in a calm manner

Diwali: Diwali is the five-day Festival of Lights

renunciation: to give up, refuse or resign

fasting: a deliberate self-denial of food and drink

sewa: selfless service

hajj: an annual Islamic pilgrimage to Mecca

shrine: a holy or sacred place with something
important inside it

Holi: a Hindu festival that celebrates spring, love, and
new life

theist: someone who believes that God exists

Humanist: Humanists do not believe in a god. They
believe it is possible to live a good and fulfilling life
without following a traditional religion

trimurti: the word ‘trimurti’ means ‘three forms’

Ik Onkar: The Ik Onkar symbol focuses worship on the
Oneness of God

ummabh: the worldwide community of Islam

kachera: Cotton underwear

vand chhakna: to share what you have and to
consume it together as a community

kangha: a wooden comb

Waheguru: Sikhs believe there is only one God,
which is genderless and eternal

kara: a steel bracelet

Wesak: Wesak celebrates the Buddha’s birthday

kess: uncut hair

zakah: giving charity to the poor

khanda: symbol of Sikh faith

kirpan: steel sword




