Milestone 2 — Religious Education Vocabulary

Atheist: Atheism is rejecting the belief that there is a
god

pious: religious devotion or spirituality

baptism: a ceremony that symbolises a commitment to
living a life as a Christian

prophet: one who speaks on behalf of a god or
who is divinely inspired to reveal the will of a god

Beatitudes: eight blessings which were recited by Jesus
during his Sermon on the Mount

puja: the act of worship

Bible: the book of sacred writings accepted by
Christians as coming from God

Qur’an: the holy book of Islam

Brahma: Brahma is the creator of the world and all
creatures

Ramadan: Ramadan is the ninth lunar month of
the Islamic calendar

Brahman: in Hinduism, Brahman is the supreme spirit

reincarnation: the name of the idea that people
are born again in another body after they die and
this cycle continues over many lifetimes

ceremony: a formal act or series of acts done in a
particular way to honour a special occasion

resurrection: bringing someone back to life after
they have died

deity: a powerful spirit that controls events and the
nature of things

sacred: something sacred is holy, devoted to a
religious ceremony, or simply worthy of awe and
respect

Dharma: in Hinduism, dharma is the spiritual law for
human beings

Shahadah: the Muslim profession of faith, one of
the Five Pillars of Islam

disciples: one who follows a leader or teacher

Shiva: Shiva is one of the three main gods in
Hinduism, the destroyer

Hafiz: a term used by Muslims for people who have
learnt completely the Qur'an by heart

shrine: a shrine is a holy or sacred place with
something important inside it

Heaven: the place where God or the gods live, in some
religions

soul: the spiritual part of a person believed to give
life to the body

inspire: to move or guide by divine influence

subha: prayer beads used by Muslims

karma: a word meaning the result of a person's actions
as well as the actions themselves

surah: a chapter of the Qur’an

Mandir: a place where Hindus worship

symbolic: the use of symbols to represent deeper
meanings

mantra: a group of words

Synagogue: a place of worship for people of the
Jewish religion

Mecca: the birthplace of Muhammad, the founder of
Islam

trimurti: the word 'trimurti' means 'three forms'

miracle: a miracle is an amazing, beneficial event that
goes against natural laws

trinity: the trinity is an idea used to explain that
three different persons are called God: God the
Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit

moksha: at one with God and sets you free from having
to be reborn on this Earth again

Vishnu: in Hinduism, Vishnu is the preserver and
protector of the universe

Mosque: a place of prayer for Muslims, or followers of
the religion of Islam

worship: to honour or respect as a divine being

parables: a simple story which has a special religious or
moral meaning at the end

pilgrimage: a journey to a holy place

wudu: a ritual washing as part of the Islam religion
and is performed before prayer or worship




