
 

  

 

Information about the      

most popular games 

children play online. 



Information about the most popular games children like to play online 

Among Us 

7 years and older 
 

 

What is Among us? 
Among Us is an online multiplayer game rated for 7 year olds and over that allows a maximum of 10 players to take on the 
roles of a ‘Crewmate’ or ‘Imposter’. The aim of the game is for the Crewmates to identify the players who are the Imposters 
in the game. The Imposters in the game have to secretly sabotage the tasks on the ship and kill the Crewmates before they 
finish their tasks. Among Us was originally rated PEGI 16 when it was released in June 2018 however following an increase in 
interest in the game it was reclassified as PEGI 7 following another review of the game by the VSC Rating board. In the Apple 
App Store, it has also been listed as suitable for ages 9+. 
 
What is good about the game? 
It promotes communication and teamwork to achieve the end goal of finding the Imposter. It also features a thrill for the 
Imposters, who are trying to hide their identity. The same goes for Crewmates, who need to clear their name, so they are 
not voted out, and they have to do their tasks while their life is on the line. 
 
Risks to be aware of 
Talking to strangers in the game - If your child is playing a game that is set to public, they may meet and chat with people 
they don’t know which could put them at risk. 
Seeing inappropriate content - Although you can use the censor filter to block out bad language, it does not block everything 
and there are words that are not picked up by the filter. So, despite this feature, there is the potential that children can be 
exposed to inappropriate content. 
 
Tips to keep children and young people safe in the game 

✓ Encourage your child to set get games to private and only play with people that they know. 
✓ If they are the Host of the game, advise them to be more vigilant of what players are saying or doing to remove 

anyone that is not respecting others or sharing inappropriate content. 
✓ If they do choose to play public games, make sure they keep their personal information private, particularly if they are 

playing with people they don’t know. 
✓ For young children using Discord to speak to players in the game, encourage them to put the sound through the PC 

speakers rather than on a headset so you can be aware of what is being said. 
✓ Talk to them about issues such as cyberbullying and online grooming so they know how to recognise these risks and 

have some coping strategies to use if they come across them in and out of the game. 
 
 
 



Roblox 

7 years and older 
 

 

What is Roblox? 
Roblox is an online game creator system where the majority of the content is created by “amateur” game creators. These 
game makers are able to create and publish games to the community using simple tools. And that means they can try ideas 
that wouldn’t get funded for a commercial release. These games can then be played by children worldwide, often online 
together, through a phone or tablet application or a web browser. 
Because the content in Roblox is user-generated it doesn’t fall under the same rigorous age ratings as content made by 
commercial companies. Roblox itself is rated for 7 year olds and over in the UK, with rating details that explicitly say there is 
no blood. The VSC who administer the legally binding PEGI ratings does state that the rating only covers the basic system 
and a few sample games. Roblox itself does filter and check the games that are being created both for inappropriate images 
and profanity. 
However, games are still allowed that can have horror, murder or      bloody themes. 
 
Risks to be aware of 
Talking to strangers in the game - Roblox's free and open communication policy means that kids' interactions can vary 
widely, from legitimate player engagement to iffy involvement with possibly predatory users. 
Seeing inappropriate content – There have been reports of users thwarting the chat and exchanging inappropriate messages 
with young players, and games that feature inappropriate sexual content, violence, and adult language; some kids have also 
been exploited by predators through the site. 
Roblox in-game purchases 
Although the actual game of Roblox is free to play, children are incentivised to make purchases in the game with real money. 
Kids can purchase Robux for cash which is then spent on equipment and outfits in the games 
 
Tips to keep children and young people safe in the game 

✓ There are parental controls that can be used in the game to ensure Roblox is super safe for younger players. 
✓ Monitoring your child’s account, Roblox has several ways to monitor account activity. While logged in, you can view 

stories from their related sections: direct and small group chat, private message history, friends and followers, virtual 
item purchase and trade history and recently played games. 

✓ Restrict online interactions via settings. 

Minecraft 

7 years and older 
 

 

What is Minecraft?  
Sets players in the middle of a randomly generated world that has no structures, other people, or objectives. Players must 
build a shelter and other buildings using resources they harvest from the world. The game encourages creativity - and can be 
played in a monster-free mode, to encourage that free thinking (rather than having to worry about being attacked). A 
secondary mode gives you unlimited resources, letting you create anything you can dream up and fly around the countryside 
viewing your land. 
 



Is Minecraft safe? 
Minecraft can be played very safely. In single-player creative mode on the peaceful setting, for example, there is no 
interaction with others and no conflict. But eventually, most children want to play with others, and multiplayer gaming 
invites some risks. Though Minecraft communities are generally welcoming, and server moderators are responsible for 
keeping things orderly, children can get exposed to strong language, bullying, and even hate speech. Minecraft isn't immune 
from predators, either and since fans of the game range in age all the way up to adult, the player-created environments can 
contain bloody (but not gory) battles, sexual scenarios, and other mature content. If you want to allow your child to play 
multiplayer, the best way to reduce the possibility of exposure to age-inappropriate language, content, and interactions is for 
them to join a "realm," an invitation-only personal Minecraft server for up to 10 players created by someone they know. 
Otherwise, find an established server with very good moderators or one just for children - for 7 year olds and over. 

FIFA 

No content 
inappropriate for 
young players. 
 

 

What is FIFA? 
Fifa is a realistic football simulation game which offers more than enough in terms of content and features thousands of 
players, and the biggest leagues, clubs and competitions around the world to create exciting and engaging sports 
experiences. From FIFA ultimate team mode where players can build their dream squad to playing with a group of friends in 
the street-focused mode VOLTA FOOTBALL, and casual family sessions to esports competitions there are many ways to play 
the game. FIFA 21 age rating is PEGI 3 in the UK which means there is no content inappropriate for young players. 
Risks to be aware of 
Chat functionality 
While children love to interact while playing through the chat functions it’s important to make sure children are aware of 
how to mute the function if they hear something that is inappropriate and report it. 
Stranger Danger 
If they are playing with people they don’t know it’s important to discuss what is and isn’t appropriate to share. 
In-game spending 
FIFA 21 allows you to buy things to enhance gameplay. To avoid unintended purchases, make sure you agree together with 
your child, what they are allowed to spend beforehand. You can also use controls on the consoles they use to set spending 
limits or add in passwords to control spending on the platform. 

Fortnite 

12 years and older 
 

 

What is Fortnite? 
Fortnite is a survival game where 100 players fight against each other in player versus player, which means in order to win, 
you must defeat the other 99 online players in the game. Set in a post-apocalyptic, zombie-infested world, players look for 
resources, weapons and build their own forts to survive. 
At present, there are two games that fall under the Fortnite umbrella: a team-based survival shooter called Fortnite: Save 
the World and Fortnite Chapter 2: Battle Royale, which as the name suggests is a last-person-standing game. 
 
 
 



Risks to be aware of 
The game is rated for 12 year olds and over, but the age is not requested when creating an account. Gamers playing the 
online game can connect with others across the world of any age and can remain anonymous. So it’s important to be aware, 
as young children may be exposed to offensive language by other players and can interact with strangers. 
There are also in-app purchases that can be expensive, however in the game’s terms and conditions, they state children must 
have permission from a parent or they could be banned from the game. 

Super Mario 

7 years and older 
 

 
 

Super Mario 
Super Mario 3D World an action/adventure game for the Nintendo Switch. This is a re-release of a Wii U game from 2013 
with lots of added content. As in the original game, players spend their time running around brightly coloured environments 
dressed in various power-bestowing outfits (such as a cat suit), making their way to each level's end while solving puzzles 
and occasionally hopping on or shooting a fireball toward the cartoonish enemies that try to block their progress. The 
violence is pretty tame, with fantasy creatures like goombas and koopa troopas simply disappearing once defeated. 
Cooperative local multiplayer makes for a rich and rewarding social gaming experience for up to four friends, and the upbeat 
vibe and push to explore the world and help other characters foster a sense of curiosity and discovery. It is rated for 7 year 
olds and over. 
 
This game features unrealistic combat between cartoon-like characters, some of whom are human-like, whereas others are 
more fantastical. The violence found in this combat is unrealistic and cartoon-like, as are reactions to the violence. For 
example, enemies disappear in puffs of smoke and leave coins behind when defeated. The single-player game, 'Bowser's 
Fury', contains instances in which a giant Bowser attacks a far smaller Mario. These instances are accompanied by ominous 
music, a dark setting and frantic action. The design of Bowser and the overall atmosphere may scare young children. 

Rocket League 

suitable for all age 
groups  
 

 

What is Rocket League? 
Rocket League is a multiplayer video game rated suitable for all age groups that combines car driving and football all in one. 
It typically involves two teams battling against each other in a range of rounds that involve car-based basketball, football, 
and hockey to score the most goals. 
 
Risks to be aware of 

✓ Although the game is considered suitable for all age groups, parents should be aware of the chat facility where 
players can communicate with strangers whilst playing the game. 

✓ The game also has an online shop that features a range of in- game skins that can be purchased. Although it 
previously featured loot boxes these have been replaced to ensure gamers buy what they want through a new 
‘Blueprint system. 
 
 
 



Candy Crush 

 
 

What is Candy Crush? 
Candy Crush Saga is a match-3 puzzle game played on Facebook. It's free, but players can spend real-world money to buy 
extra moves and power-ups and to instantly unlock new episodes. Offers to buy such goodies pop up frequently. Players are 
regularly prompted to invite friends into the game, share status updates on Facebook and ask friends for help. 
 
Risks to be aware of 
Players can spend real money to buy power-ups and extra turns and to instantly unlock new levels instead of having to ask 
friends for help. When you fail a level, you will be offered a chance to buy power-ups that may help you on the next go- 
round. 

Subway Surfers 

9 years and older 
 

 

What is Subway Surfers? 
Subway Surfers is an endless-runner game, much like Temple Run, but one that is much more light-hearted. Set in a train 
yard, players can run into oncoming trains, but no blood or gore is shown -- and collisions with obstacles just results in you 
being caught by the guard. While in-app purchases are available, they're not thrust upon players and aren't really necessary, 
since earning coins is easy in the game. Players on iOS devices can share high scores via the Game Centre social network, but 
participation is optional. 
 
Risks to be aware of 

✓ In-game coins can be purchased using real world money, but the option is not thrust upon players. 
✓ There is some mild violence, so no child under 9 should have this game without parental consent - for 9 years and 

older. 

Call of Duty 

18 years and older 
 

 

What is Call of Duty? 
It’s a gritty game about an American soldier, a UK operative, and a woman leading the militia in defence of her home in a 
fictional Arab country that is attacked by terrorists and corrupt Russian military. The game depicts events through these 
three protagonists’ eyes. Atrocities against innocent civilians, terrorist attacks and scenes of torture and execution. There is 
a focus on players avoiding killing civilians by holding fire until it’s revealed whether individuals are the actual enemy or 
innocents. 
The Video Standards Council (VSC) rated this game for 18 years and older. This rating has been given due to violence against 
vulnerable and defenceless characters, the motiveless killing of innocent characters, graphic violence and the use of strong 
language. 
What are the risks? 
The biggest safeguarding risk posed by COD: Warzone is its Live User Interaction. Squads can be made up of friends or 
random players from all over the world. Because of the social nature of the game, any player can be contacted via chat or 
voice communication by another player. 



The danger is enhanced because players will have an immediate mutual interest (the game) and this makes building a 
rapport much easier. This rapport can feel like an actual friendship, which can lead to young people sharing their social 
media usernames on popular platforms like Snapchat, Kik and Facebook and accepting friend request from people they don’t 
really know. 
Because the game is rated for 18 years and older, young people may lie about their age when signing up. If they provide their 
true date of birth the software will stop them from getting access. If they simply change the date of birth on the device they 
are using, they will still be blocked as the software will have logged the device ID. Young people get around this by clearing 
the cache (the short- term memory) on the device. 
The game does not look for further age verification. Any unfiltered gameplay will include extreme violence, bloodshed, foul 
language, and mature themes. With screen time skyrocketing for young people during the pandemic, there is a risk that 
players may develop compulsive playing habits with the game. 

Grand Theft Auto 

18 years and older 
 
 

 

What is Grand Theft Auto? 
Grand Theft Auto or more commonly known as GTA is an adult action game played on various game consoles and PCs. It 
brims with gang violence, nudity, extremely coarse language, and drug and alcohol abuse. Playing as hardened criminals, 
players kill not only fellow gangsters but also police officers and innocent civilians using both weapons and vehicles while 
conducting premeditated crimes, including a particularly disturbing scene involving torture. Women are frequently depicted 
as sexual objects, with a strip club mini-game allowing players to fondle dancers' bodies, which are nude from the waist up. 
Players also have the opportunity to make characters use marijuana and drink alcohol, both of which impact their perception 
of the world. All of the main characters are criminals who think of themselves first and others rarely at all. Online modes 
allow players to create their own avatar and embark on a criminal career that includes armed robberies, corruption, and 
murder. There's some diversity within the cast, including people of varying skin colours, backgrounds, and sexual 
orientation, but virtually no characters here could be considered appropriate role models. Few games are more clearly 
targeted to an adult audience. 
What are the Risks 
This isn't suitable for children. Beyond its glamorized depiction of crime, greed, and violence, Grand Theft Auto is filled with 
mature satire both obvious and nuanced - younger audiences are bound to take at face value and be influenced. 
The game is rated for 18 years and older because of the mature content and mixed messages abound: Killing other players 
earns your character money, and having sex with prostitutes offers health points.  Language is also an issue—both from in-
game characters and through voice chat with other players. Some versions of GTA have mini-games or cutscenes that 
include sex, drugs, or violence. 

 


