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Primary School

History — Early Years to Key Stage 1 Curriculum

Whole School History Goals

Our goal is for our children to become historians. Historians must have:

e An excellent knowledge and understanding of people, events, and contexts from a range of historical periods and of historical concepts and processes.
e The ability to think critically about history and communicate ideas very confidently in styles appropriate to a range of audiences.
e The ability to consistently support, evaluate and challenge their own and others’ views using detailed, appropriate and accurate historical evidence

derived from a range of sources.

e The ability to think, reflect, debate, discuss and evaluate the past, formulating and refining questions and lines of enquiry.
e A passion for history and an enthusiastic engagement in learning, which develops their sense of curiosity about the past and their understanding of

how and why people interpret the past in different ways.

e A respect for historical evidence and the ability to make robust and critical use of it to support their explanations and judgments.
e Adesire to embrace challenging activities, including opportunities to undertake high-quality research across a range of history topics.

EYFS History Big Ideas:

KS1 History Big Ideas

- Investigate and interpret the past -

Early Years Curriculum - Build an overview of world history -

- Understand chronology
- Communicate historically

What our Early Years Curriculum Looks Like

Investigate and interpret the past
Build an overview of world history
Understand chronology
Communicate historically

KS1 History Curriculum

3 and 4-year-olds will be learning to: Personal history-how children celebrate

Christmas, New Year, Chinese New Year,
Understanding of the World Hannukah, family celebrations, such as
Begin to make sense of their own life Birthdays, throughout the year.

story and family’s history
show interest in different occupations.

Investigate and interpret the past
This concept involves understanding that our understanding of the past comes
from an interpretation of the available evidence.

* Observe or handle evidence to ask questions and find answers to questions
about the past.




Children in Reception will be learning
to:
Understanding of the World
e Comment on images of familiar
situations in the past.
e Compare and contrast
characters from stories,
including figures from the past.

End point of reception (Early Learning
Goals)

Understanding of the World- Past and
Present

Children at the expected level of
development will:

e Talk about the lives of the
people around them and their
roles in society;

e  Know some similarities and
differences between things in
the past and now, drawing on
their experiences and what has
been read in class;

e Understand the past through
settings, characters and events
encountered in books read in
class and storytelling.

Celebrations

eLearning about the family traditions of children
in class from different cultural backgrounds.

Examples of celebrations:
eRemembrance Day

*Black History Month —Rosa Parks, Basquiat,
etc.

eBonfire Night —Guy Fawkes
*RE themes taught through celebrations
Past and Present

eComparison of objects used in the past and
present

eLondon past and present —Link ‘The Naughty
Bus,’ story.

eLearning Feedback times —talking about
learning from the previous day / week, etc.

*Through interactions talking about what
children did yesterday, last week, weekend, last
year, holidays.

¢ When you were a baby...
Famous people

¢Child led learning inspired from books —Tim
Peake / Astronauts.

eAmelia Earhart -Theme —Journeys. How does
this differ from the present day?

eExploring Art and famous artists, for example
Vincent Van Gogh —The Starry Night,
Sunflowers.

* Ask questions such as: What was it like for people? What happened? How
long ago?

¢ Use artefacts, pictures, stories, online sources and databases to find out
about the past.

¢ Identify some of the different ways the past has been represented.

Build an overview of world history

This concept involves an appreciation of the characteristic features of the past
and an understanding that life is different for different sections of a
community.

e Describe historical events.
e Describe significant people from the past.
* Recognise that there are reasons why people in the past acted as they did.

Understand chronology

This concept involves an understanding of how to chart the passing of time and
how some aspects of history studied were happening at similar times in
different

Place events and artefacts in order on a time line.

e Label time lines with words or phrases such as: past, present, older and
newer.

* Recount changes that have occurred in their own lives.

¢ Use dates where appropriate.

Communicate historically
This concept involves using historical vocabulary and techniques to convey
information about the past.

e Use words and phrases such as: a long time ago, recently, when my
parents/carers were children, years, decades and centuries to describe the
passing of time.

¢ Show an understanding of the concept of nation and a nation’s history.

¢ Show an understanding of concepts such as civilisation, monarchy,
parliament, democracy, and war and peace.

Early Years Vocabulary & Definitions

Key Stage 1 Vocabulary & Definitions




Explicit vocabulary that will be taught, used and that the children will know by
the end of the Early Years curriculum.

difference: not the same.

same: identical.

similar: alike but not identical.

past: something that has already happened.

before: an earlier time.

after: a later time.

now: in the present moment

then: later on

old: not new, used

new: recent.

photograph: a picture made by a camera, of something real.
yesterday: the day before today.

tomorrow: the day after today.

last week: the week before.

next week: the week after.

at the weekend: Saturday and Sunday

a long time ago: not recently

when I/my mum/my dad was little

Explicit vocabulary that will be taught, used and that the children will
know by the end of the Key Stage 1 curriculum.

achievement: something done successfully after lots of effort

activist: a person who tried to bring about change

advanced: modern and recently developed

ancient: of or from a long time ago

artefact: an ornament, tool or other object that is made by a human being,
such as tools, coins, clothing, pottery and jewellery

biased: to prefer and favour one person or thing

boycott: refusal to use or buy something

breakthrough: successful for the first time.

century: a period of time that lasts 100 years.

commander: person in charge of a military operation

commonwealth: a group of countries working together for the common
good.

communicate: to share something (by talking or writing)

conditions: how good or bad a place is

confession: admitting you are guilty

congested: crowded and blocked

conspirators: people planning something in secret

coronation: ceremony at which a king or queen is crowned

decade: a period of time that lasts ten years.

differences: being different

eyewitness: a person who was at an event and describes it to others
evidence: anything you can see, experience, hear or are told which
causes you to believe something is true or has really happened (more of
a LKS2 word so don’t worry if they don’t fully understand)

extract: short passage

flammable: easily set on fire

Government: people who run a country

Houses of Parliament: the buildings where the British parliament does
its work

improvement: to make something better

influential: makes people take notice

insanitary: unclean

law: the rules of a country

legacy: something left behind after death




migration: moving from one country to another

modern: relating to the present

monarch: the king or queen

monarchy: the monarch and his or her family

non-violent: not involving war or violence

peaceful: not involving war or violence

plaque: stone/metal tablet with something written on

political: how power is used in a country

primary source: first-hand evidence about an event e.g., artefacts,
diaries, letters and many more

rivals: those in competition with one another

scribes: people who write copies of things

segregation: keeping people apart because of their gender, race or
religion.

significant: important

similarities: being similar

space race: race to the moon between USA and Soviet Union (Russia)
sustained: continued




