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Primary School

Geography — Early Years to Key Stage 1 Curriculum

Whole School Geography Goals
Our goal is for our children to become geographers. Geographers must have:

e An excellent knowledge of where places are and what they are like.

e An excellent understanding of the ways in which places are interdependent and interconnected and how much human and physical environments are
interrelated.

e An extensive base of geographical knowledge and vocabulary.

e Fluency in complex, geographical enquiry and the ability to apply questioning skills and use effective analytical and presentational techniques.

e The ability to reach clear conclusions and develop a reasoned argument to explain findings.

e Significant levels of originality, imagination or creativity as shown in interpretations and representations of the subject matter.

o Highly developed and frequently utilised fieldwork and other geographical skills and techniques.

e A passion for and commitment to the subject, and a real sense of curiosity to find out about the world and the people who live there.

e The ability to express well-balanced opinions, rooted in very good knowledge and understanding about current and contemporary issues in society
and the environment.

EYFS Geography Big Ideas: KS1 Geography Big Ideas
- Investigate Places - Investigate Places
Early Years Curriculum - Investigate Patterns - Investigate Patterns
- Communicate Geographically - Communicate Geographically

What our Early Years Curriculum Looks Like | KS1 Geography Curriculum




3 and 4-year-olds will be learning to:

Maths

Understand position through words
alone. For example, “The bag is
under the table,” — with no
pointing.

Describe a familiar route.

Discuss routes and locations, using
words like ‘in front of’ and ‘behind’.

Understanding the world

Use all their senses in hands-on
exploration of natural materials.
Begin to understand the need to
respect and care for the natural
environment and all living things.

Know that there are different
countries in the work and talk about
the differences they have
experienced or seen in photos.

Children in reception will be learning to:
Understanding the World

draw information from a simple
map

understand that some places are
special to members of their
community

Explore the natural world around
them.

recognise some similarities and
differences between life in this
country and life in other countries

Exploring our local area and
places of interest.

Using directions such as left,
right, forwards and backwards to
direct our friends on treasure
hunts.

Understanding that we live in
London/England, and it is part of
the United Kingdom.

Exploring the United Kingdom
through investigating Scotland,
England, Northern Ireland and
Wales.

Describing the weather and
understanding the changing
seasons.

Exploring human features such
as roads, parks, shops, buildings,
houses and farms.

Exploring physical features such
as the forest, rivers and hills.
Drawing maps to explore
location.

Describing the route we might
take to get to school or other
places of interest.

Exploring different traditions
from around the world to gain a
better understanding of different
places and culture.

Recognising there are different
environments to the one in
which we live.

Learning London is the city we
live in and exploring its different
human and physical features.
Drawing on their geographical
knowledge to create ‘small

Investigate Places - This concept involves understanding the
geographical location of places and their physical and human
features.

e Ask and answer geographical questions (such as: What is
this place like? What or who will | see in this place? What
do people do in this place?).

e Identify the key features of a location in order to say
whether it is a city, town, village, coastal or rural area.

e Use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the United
Kingdom and its countries, as well as other countries,
continents and oceans studied.

o Use simple fiel[dwork and observational skills to study the
geography of the school and the key human and physical
features of its surrounding environment.

e Use aerial images and plan perspectives to recognise
landmarks and basic physical features.

e Name, locate and identify characteristics of the four
countries and capital cities of the United Kingdom and its
surrounding seas.

e Name and locate the world’s continents and oceans.

Investigate Patterns - This concept involves understanding the
relationships between the physical features of paces and the
human activity within them, and the appreciation of how the
world’s natural resources are used and transported.

e Understand geographical similarities and differences
through studying the human and physical geography of a
small area of the United Kingdom and of a contrasting non-
European country.




End point of Reception world’ scenes using a variety of
(Early Learning Goals) resources.

Understanding the World-People, Culture
and Communities

Children at the expected level of
development will:

e Describe their immediate
environment using knowledge from
observation, discussion, stories,
non-fiction texts and maps;

e Explain some similarities and
differences between life in this
country and life in other countries,
drawing on knowledge from stories,
non-fiction texts and (when
appropriate) maps.

Understanding the World-The Natural
World

- Know some similarities and differences
between different religious and cultural
communities in this country, drawing on
their experiences and what has been read in
class;

Understand some important processes and
changes in the natural world around them,
including the seasons.

o Identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the United
Kingdom and the location of hot and cold areas of the
world in relation to the Equator and the North and South
Poles.

e |dentify land use around the school.

Communicate Geographically - This concept involves
understanding geographical representations, vocabulary and
techniques.

Use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to:

e Key physical features, including: beach, coast, forest, hill,
mountain, ocean, river, soil, valley, vegetation and weather.

o Key human features, including: city, town, village, factory,
farm, house, office and shop.

Use compass directions (north, south, east and west) and locational
language (e.g. near and far) to describe the location of features and
routes on a map.

Devise a simple map; and use and construct basic symbols in a key.
Use simple grid references (A1, B1).

Early Years Vocabulary & Definitions

Key Stage 1 Vocabulary & Definitions

Explicit vocabulary that will be taught, used and that the children will know by the
end of the Early Years curriculum.
Nursery:
beach: a place where the land meets the sea
a structure created by humans to cross a river/canal or road
a human made waterway
city: a large place with lots of buildings and people
country: a place with lots of cities and towns
Earth: the planet we live on
environment: anything around you
farm: a place where people grow produce to eat

Explicit vocabulary that will be taught, used and that the children
will know by the end of the Key Stage 1 curriculum.
aboriginal: the earliest/original people.

atmosphere: the layer of gases that surround the Earth.
barrier: an object that blocks movement.

city: an area where a large number of people live together.
climate: the expected weather in a place.

coral: a tiny soft-bodied animal or a piece of stony material
consisting of the skeletons of corals.

coral reef: a ridge of rock in the sea formed by the growth and
deposit of coral.




forest: a large area with lots of trees, grass and animals
frosty: weather that is so cold we can start to see ice on the ground
globe: a model of the world
hill: a high place
journey: a trip from one place to another
jungle: a very hot, wet place with lots of different trees and animals
lake: a large amount of water that stays still
litter: rubbish that has been left in the wrong place
the city we are in now
map: a drawing to tell you where a place is
mountain: a very high place
ocean: a very large amount of water that covers a lot of the Earth
path: something you walk on
pavement: something next to a road for people to walk on
recycle: the process of taking rubbish and turning it into something new
reuse: using something again instead of throwing it away
river: a large amount of water that flows
road: something cars drive on
stream: a smaller river
traffic light: a set of lights used to tell cars when they should drive or not
UK: the country we live in
weather: how we describe if it is hot or cold, rainy or sunny. It changes every day

Reception:

atlas: a book of maps

climate change: the world getting hotter

crops: plants that farmers grow so we can eat them

flood: when there is so much rain that the water doesn’t flow away and stops us getting
on with day-to-day life

location: a place

motorway: a very large road

Northern Ireland: a country in the west of the United Kingdom

peak: the top of a hill or mountain

pollution: things that damage the world

roundabout: a place where lots of roads meet that the cars drive round
route: how you get from one place to another

Republic of Ireland: the country next to the United Kingdom

Scotland: a country in the north of the United Kingdom

Wales: a country in the west of the United Kingdom

countryside: an area with lots of open land.

crops: plants grown on a large scale.

cyclone/hurricane: very strong winds in a circular pattern.
didgeridoo: an Australian Aboriginal wind instrument in the form of
a long wooden tube, traditionally made from a hollow branch.
dingo: a wild dog with a sandy-coloured coat, found in Australia.
drought: a lack of water due to hot weather.

emblem: a badge or symbol.

equator: the imaginary line halfway between the North and South
Poles.

extreme weather: weather that is different to the usual weather
pattern that causes disruption and risk to life and property.
farming: growing crops and raising livestock.

flag: a piece of cloth attached to a pole as a symbol of a country.
flood: a large amount of water covering places that are usually dry.
harbour: part of the sea that has been surrounded by walls.
heatwave: a long period of extremely hot weather.

Indigenous: originally from that place.

inland: away from the coast.

kangaroo: a large plant-eating marsupial with a long powerful tail.
mammals: animals that give birth and feed their young with milk.
marine: relating to oceans and seas.

marine mammals: water mammals that rely on the ocean and sea
for their existence.

marsupials: mammals that carry their young in their pouches.
monotremes: mammals that lay eggs.

nocturnal: active at night.

physical features: features that occur naturally in our environment
such as mountains and lakes.

physical process: a series of activities that cause a result.

plateau: an area of high, flat land.

plumage: feathers.

pollution: the contamination of air, water, or soil by substances that
are harmful to living things.

population: the number of people living in a location.

rainbow : a parrot with a multi-coloured plumage.

reef: a ridge or hill.




rural: the countryside.

sacred: holy.

species: groups of plants or animals that are similar.
temperate: rarely extremely hot or cold.

tornado/twister: a large column of rotating air.

tribe: a group of people.

wallaby: an Australasian marsupial that is similar to, but smaller
than, a kangaroo.




