
 

 
Art & Design – Early Years to Key Stage 1 Curriculum 

Whole School Art & Design Goals 

Our goal is for our children to become artists.  Artists must have:  

• The ability to use visual language skillfully and convincingly (for example, line, shape, pattern, colour, texture, form) to express emotions, interpret 
observations, convey insights and accentuate their individuality.  

• The ability to communicate fluently in visual and tactile form.  

• The ability to draw confidently and adventurously from observation, memory and imagination.   

• The ability to explore and invent marks, develop and deconstruct ideas and communicate perceptively and powerfully through purposeful drawing in 
2D, 3D or digital media.  

• An impressive knowledge and understanding of other artists, craft makers and designers.  

• The ability to think and act like creative practitioners by using their knowledge and understanding to inform, inspire and interpret ideas, observations 
and feelings.  Independence, initiative and originality which they can use to develop their creativity.  

• The ability to select and use materials, processes and techniques skillfully and inventively to realise intentions and capitalise on the unexpected.  

• The ability to reflect on, analyse and critically evaluate their own work and that of others.  

• A passion for and a commitment to the subject. 

 
 
 
 
Early Years Curriculum 
 

EYFS Art & Design Big Ideas: 
- Develop Ideas 
- Master Practical Skills 
- Take Inspiration from the Greats 

 
What our Early Years Curriculum looks like: 

 

KS1 Art & Design Big Ideas 
- Develop Ideas 
- Master Techniques 
- Take Inspiration from the Greats 

 
KS1 Art & Design Curriculum 

 



3 and 4-year-olds will be learning to: 

• explore different materials freely, to 

develop their ideas about how to use 

them and what to make 

• develop their own ideas and then 

decide which materials to use to 

express them 

• join different materials and explore 

different textures 

• create closed shapes with continuous 

lines and begin to use these shapes to 

represent objects 

• draw with increasing complexity and 

detail, such as representing a face with 

a circle and including details 

• use drawing to represent ideas like 

movement or loud noises 

• show different emotions in their 

drawings and paintings, like happiness, 

sadness, fear 

• explore colour and colour mixing 

• show different emotions in their 

drawings – happiness, sadness, fear 

Painting -  

• Mix primary colours to make secondary 
colours.  

• Experiment with tint and tone by adding 
white and grey to different colours.  

• Explore textures by mixing paint with 
cornflour, rice, food dye and they link this 
to feelings.  

• Mixing media – crayons, charcoal, ready 
mix paints, watercolours and pen to 
create art work.  

• Explore a range of media throughout the 
year – pens, pencils, crayons, charcoal, 
pastels, ready mix paint, watercolours 

• Outdoor art using a range of mark making 
materials such as paint rollers and 
different sized brushes on a large scale. 

•  
 
Sculpting/3D construction/malleable -  

• Exploring natural and manmade materials 
freely and use these in their sculptures. 

• Experiment with making their own salt 
dough and then using this to sculpt with. 

• Children sculpt using playdough and clay.  
 
Drawing - 

• Use of easel both indoors and outdoors. 
Children draw and paint using different 
tools which supports with fine and gross 
motor skills.  

• Use chalk to draw on the ground, tyres, 
wall etc... 

• Mark making using different tools and 
materials I.e. charcoal, pens, chalk, 
cardboard, paper, sugar paper.  

• Mark making on tough trays. 

Develop Ideas 

• Respond to ideas and starting points 

• Explore ideas and collect visual information  

• Explore different methods and materials as 

ideas develop  

 

Take Inspiration from the Greats 

• Describe the work of notable artists, artisans 

and designers. 

• Use some of the ideas of artists studies create 

pieces. 

 

Master Practical Skills 

Paint 

• Use thick and thin brushes. 

• Mix primary colours to make secondary colours. 

• Add white to colours to make tints and black to 

colours to make tones. 

• Create colour wheels. 

Collage 

• Use a combination of materials that are cut, 

torn and glued. 

• Sort and arrange materials. 

• Mix materials to create texture. 

Sculpture 

• Use a combination of shapes. 

• Include lines and texture. 

• Use rolled up paper, straws, paper, card and 

clay as materials. 

Children in reception will be learning to 

• explore, use and refine a variety of 

artistic effects to express their ideas 

and feelings 

• return to and build on their previous 

learning, refining ideas and developing 

their ability to represent them 

• create collaboratively, sharing ideas, 

resources and skills 



 
End point of Reception (Early Learning Goals) 

Children at the expected level of development 
will: 
 

Physical Development-Fine Motor Skills 

• Hold a pencil effectively in preparation 
for fluent writing – using the tripod 
grip in almost all cases. 

• Use a range of small tools, including 

scissors, paintbrushes and cutlery. 

• Begin to show accuracy and care when 

drawing. 

Expressive Arts and Design-Creating with 
Materials 

•  Safely use and explore a variety of 
materials, tools and techniques, 
experimenting with colour, design, 
texture, form and function; 

• Share their creations, explaining the 
process they have used; 

• Make use of props and materials when 
role playing characters in narratives 
and stories. 

 
Textile/collage -  

• Explore loose parts to make visual 
representation, shape, face, patterns.  

• Mandala – using natural materials to 
make patterns.  

• Hapa zome – exploring how to transfer 
natural leaf pigment onto materials to 
make print  patterns.  

 
Artists -  

• Creating art inspired by famous Artist, e.g 
Andy Goldsworthy, Vincent Van Gogh, 
Monet, Kahlo, Paul Klee, Kandinsky and 
Basquiat.  

• These are linked to books/images for 
nursery children and used as standalone 
inspiration for reception children.  

 
 
 
 
 

• Use techniques such as rolling, cutting, 

moulding and carving. 

Drawing 

• Draw lines of different sizes and thicknesses. 

• Colour (own work) neatly, following the lines. 

• Show pattern and texture by adding dots and 

lines. 

• Show different tones by using coloured pencils. 

Print 

• Use repeating or overlapping shapes. 

• Mimic print from the environment (e.g. 

wallpapers). 

• Use objects to create prints (e.g. fruit, 

vegetables or sponges). 

• Press, roll, sub and stamp to make prints. 

Textiles 

• Use weaving to create a pattern. 

• Join materials using glue and/or a stitch. 

• Use plaiting. 

• Use dip dye techniques. 

Digital Media 

• Use a wide range of tools to create different 

texture, lines, tones, colours and shapes. 

Early Years Vocabulary & Definitions Key Stage 1 Vocabulary & Definitions 
Explicit vocabulary that will be taught, used and that the children will know by the end of the 
Early Years curriculum. 
 
Painting 

Nursery Reception 

blue: a colour  
colour: a quality of light as our eyes see it 

dark: not light in colour 

brush stroke: a mark made by paint brush  
calm: not disturbed or excited 
colour: a quality of light as our eyes see it 

Explicit vocabulary that will be taught, used and that 
the children will know by the end of the Early Years 
curriculum. 
background: the part that appears furthest away and is 

not noticed as much 

contrast: a big difference between two things 

depth: appears more real, in 3D rather than flat 



feelings: an emotion 

green: a colour 
light: not dark in colour 
mark making: different lines and dots we 
create in an artwork.  
mix: to put different things together so that 
the parts become one 

orange: a colour 
paint: to cover with paint 

print: to copy ink on to a surface 

purple: a colour 
red: a colour  
yellow: a colour 
 

confused: finding it difficult to understand 
darker: having little or no light 
excited: very happy/thrilled 
fear: to worry 
feelings: an emotion 
happy: being glad 
lighter: bring bright 
mix: to put different things together so that the 
parts become one 

natural: not made by humans 
pattern: shapes, lines, letters, numbers or 
colours that are repeated or used again and 
again 
primary: the main colours 
print: to copy ink on to a surface 

sad: not happy 
scared: feeling afraid 
secondary: not the main colours 
tint: a colour that is softened or lightened by a 
small amount of another colour, usually white 
tone: lighter, darker or brighter shades of the 
same colour 
worried: feeling that something bad is going to 
happen 
 

 
Sculpting/3D construction/malleable 

Nursery Reception 

dry: not wet 
mould: to work into a shape or form 
 
 

attach: to join or connect 
bend: to curve or take on a different form 
fold: to bend over 
model: an example that should be copied 
pinch: to press hard between finger and thumb 
sculpt: to make by carving or moulding 
shape: to give a certain form  
soft: not hard/easy to bend or shape 
thick: big in measurement from one side of a 
surface to the other  
thin: small in measurement from one side of a 
surface to the other 

dim: not very bright, weak 

drama: energy, excitement 

emotion: a feeling 

exotic: unusual or interesting because it comes from a 

different country 

expressive: full of meaning or feeling 

fantasy: a creation of the imagination 

feature: an interesting or important part of something 

foreground: the thing that appears nearest to you 

horizontal: flat and level with the ground or edge 

impressionist: relating to Impressionism; giving an 

impression of something 

likeness: looking like something 

lush: growing close together and in large numbers 

mastered: learned how to do something properly and 

successfully 

mentor: a teacher or coach 

mist: a fine spray of liquid that can blur the surface 

mood: a feeling 

perfect: improve something so it is as good as possible 

personality: someone’s characteristics or what they are 

like 

pop artist: artist of the 1960s art movement who used 

bright colours and ideas from modern life 

portray: to represent in a painting or drawing 

recede: move away from, become weaker or smaller 

renaissance: a style of art between 1400 and 1600, 

developed in Italy, which revisited old ideas 

sorrow: a feeling of deep sadness 

surrounded: if a person or thing is surrounded by 

something, that thing is placed all around them 

symbolise: using shapes, colours and designs to 

represent an idea 

symmetrical: can be divided into halves or has the 

same number of parts 



 
Drawing 

Nursery Reception 

dots: a little mark or spot 
draw: to make a picture using a pen, pencil 
or a writing tool 

detail: a small or particular item 
line: a long, thin mark 
portrait: a painting, drawing, photograph or 
sculpture of a person 
review: to look over again 
shade: to darken 
 

 
Textile/collage 

Nursery Reception 

tear: to pull apart or into pieces 
 

collage: a type of art work in which different 
kinds of materials are pasted on to a surface 
to make a picture 
cut: to divide with something sharp 
layer: to put different materials on top of each 
other 
materials: anything used for building or 
making something else 
media: materials/tools used by an artist to 
create a work of art 
stick: to join/put together 
 

 
Artists 

Nursery Reception 

artist: a person who is good at painting, 
drawing or any other art 

artist: a person who is good at painting, 
drawing or any other art 
artwork: a painting or other work of art 
inspiration: an idea you take from someone or 
something 
 

 
Equipment  

Nursery Reception 

card: thick paper 
paintbrush: a tool used to paint 

bristles: something that is made from hair or 
looks like hair 

technique: skill and ability in an artistic, sporting or 

other practical activity that you develop through 

training and practise 

themes: ideas that are developed or repeated 

tint: a colour that is softened or lightened by a small 

amount of another colour, usually white 

tone: lighter, darker or brighter shades of the same 

colour 

vibrant: very bright and clear 

visible: can be seen 

wilting: becoming weaker or dying 



paper: a thin material made from wood 
 

card: thick paper 
cardboard: a stiff material made of layers of 
paper  
charcoal: a tool used for drawing  
easel: a stand for holding paper, card, 
cardboard 
ferrule: the metal ring on a paintbrush  
palette: a board to hold and mix paint 
paper: a thin material made from wood 
pastels: a crayon that is like chalk, used in 
drawing 
sugar paper: coloured paper with a rough 
surface 
tip: the end of tool/something 
tissue paper: a coloured recycled material 

 

 


